
Upper Hutt City Council   [UHCC] 
City Development Committee Meeting -  18 November 2020 
 
Public Forum: Stephen Pattinson – Save Our Hills (Upper Hutt) Incorporated [SOH] 
 
Tēnā koutou Mayor, Councillors, staff, and members of the public. 
 
Regarding Agenda Item 4: Actions and Updates - #2 - The Notice of Requirement (NoR): 
I’m tabling Barrister Philip Milne’s letter and related documents which I emailed to the 
Mayor, Councillors and CEO on 4 November 2020.  

Regarding Agenda Item 5: Director's Report, Asset Management - para. 41 - Pinehaven 
Stream Improvements Project, and Attachments 4 & 5 – Wellington Water Ltd reports. 

Proposed large scale development on the Pinehaven hills has a stormwater problem, and it 
shows up in the proposed Pinehaven Stream Improvements, especially in the design of the 
new Pinehaven Road culvert and in excavations to lower the ground level in Willow Park. 
We’ve explained all this in recent posts on SOH’s Facebook page which I referred the Mayor, 
Councillors and CEO to in my email to you yesterday. These posts show how future 25-year 
floods in Pinehaven will be about twice as big as current 25-year floods, due not to climate 
change, but unmanaged runoff from future large scale development on the Pinehaven hills. 

SOH is not anti-development; we are for appropriate and sustainable development. In our 
view, large scale development on the Pinehaven hills is not appropriate, nor sustainable. 

SOH is not anti-streamworks; we are for appropriate use of public money on streamworks. 
But to use it on a private development’s stormwater problems is certainly not appropriate.  

SOH would like to work with Council to find better ways to meet the future housing needs 
for our popular and growing city. We have a solution to suggest, and I’ll come to that later. 

Here’s an analogy to explain the connection between development on the hills and bigger 
future floods. Suppose your partner is concerned about your weight and you agree not to 
put on any more. But you know you can’t resist beers, donuts and pastries. So when you do 
your starting weight you secretly preload the scales. Six months later, you hop on the scales 
and show your partner how you’ve only put on 1 kg. The truth is your weight has doubled, 
but because your starting weight was pre-loaded, the scales now show only 1 kg increase.  

That’s what we’ve got here - false hydraulic neutrality scales. Auckland Council’s stormwater 
guide says new housing development on greenfield sites typically increases stormwater 
runoff 300- 500%. But this Council’s false hydraulic neutrality scales have been so massively 
preloaded that, when used to weigh a big new development on the Pinehaven hills they 
only show 1% increase in stormwater runoff.  The reality in a 25-year storm is about twice as 
much runoff, and in a 100-year storm the reality is 300% to 500% extra runoff. But its all 
disguised in pre-loaded runoff in the false hydraulic neutrality scales, so the developer will 
only have to manage about 1%. The other 200%-500% is what will cause bigger future floods 
in Pinehaven and Silverstream. 



  

The Lord Jesus, to whom you pray in your Council meetings, said, “You shall not defraud.” 
To defraud means to obtain money from people through deception.   

 

 

There’s a better way. SOH suggests this solution for housing in ‘The Southern Growth Area’.  

• Allow 5ha minimum lot sizes on the Pinehaven hills, with elite homes nestled 
discreetly among the trees; 

• Build a road up through the Spur to the ridgeline but keep the Spur in public 
ownership as a Park; 

• Move Silverstream School onto the Spur (its only a 700m walk from the train station) 
where the school will enjoy views of the Hutt River and upper valley and a northerly 
aspect, and it will free up the school land for mixed-use development close to the 
Silverstream rail station / public transport hub, 

• Enable multi-storey development around this transport hub – shops at ground level, 
with offices and apartments above (as per NPS-UD policy); 

• Instead of St Pats building an isolated retirement village on the Silverstream golf 
course, make it a mixed-use development integrated with the transport hub so that 
the living environment for the elderly is integrated with the wider community; 

• Ensure there is a sunny central public space at this urban hub, like the central rink at 
North Star resort, Lake Tahoe, where families enjoy ice skating in winter and roller 
skating in summer, surrounded by shops, cafes, B-B-Q area and lots of seating ... 

• Have a 500-year plan, like Zealandia, for regenerating the Pinehaven hills with native 
bush and turn this into a regional park, which would be the only one in Wellington 
region accessible by public tansport, specifically by electric passenger rail, all the 
others are drive-to destinations; 

• Integrate sustainable features into all aspects of this walkable intensive but open 
and attractive development. 

This removes the stormwater problem, makes efficient use of existing infrastructure and 
provides all the necessary ingredients for a lively, vibrant urban centre. 

 

******** 

 

  

  

Council is deceiving the public with false hydraulic neutrality scales, resulting in $millions 
of public money being spent on dealing with a private developer’s stormwater runoff. 

 


































