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PUBLIC BUSINESS 

WELCOME AND SAFETY BRIEFING 

The Chair opened the meeting and provided a safety briefing on the evacuation procedures.  

 

 RESOLVED:                      CDC 190601 

That Councillor Crs Newell, Swales and Taylor be granted speaking rights (with no voting 

rights). 

  Moved  Cr Wheeler/Cr Lambert          CARRIED 

 

APOLOGIES 

There were no apologies. 

 

1. PUBLIC FORUM 

 Ms Roz Brown spoke to Item 4: Director’s Report – Asset Management and Operations, 

paragraphs 10 and 11.  She commented that the photograph used in paragraph 10 appeared to 

show significant amounts of peat being excavated for the road.  Ms Brown tabled and read out 

section 5 of the Resource Management Act (the Act), to remind members of council’s 

obligations under the Act.   

Ms Mary Beth Taylor spoke to Item 4: Director’s Report – Asset Management and Operations, 

paragraphs 10 and 11.  She advised she had observed a large strip of peatland, approximately 

2.0m deep strip of peat being removed and replaced with rock which would stop the natural 

flow of water through the Mangaroa Peatlands.  She outlined the history of the subdivision of 

218 Katherine Mansfield Drive, advising the current halt in proceedings was the third hold up 

due to environmental concerns.  She asked that Council initiate a plan change to protect the 

Mangaroa Peatlands from any development and requested that councillors instruct officers to 

commence such proceedings. 
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 Ms Taylor also asked for a response to her request for an Environment and Climate Change 

Committee to be formed. 

Cr McLeod requested that councillors receive a copy of the documentation concerning the 218 

Katherine Mansfield Drive resource consent. 

In response to a question from Cr Ultra regarding the process of a plan change, Ms Taylor 

advised Council had undertaken Plan Change 29 to protect the southern hills ridge line, and 

that there were fewer landowners associated with the Mangaroa Peatlands area compared to 

the Pinehaven ridge area.  Ms Taylor urged immediate action to protect the Mangaroa Peatland 

rather than wait for the Significant Natural Area (SNA) assessment to be completed. 

The Director of Planning and Regulatory Services advised there was a councillor workshop 

scheduled for the new year concerning SNA’s, and a possible plan change for the Mangaroa 

Peatlands area would be discussed at that workshop. 

In response to a question from Cr Swales, the Director of Planning and Regulatory Services 

advised a plan change timeline under the Resource Management Act process could vary 

depending on whether an appeal process was entered into.  He said it would take a minimum of 

nine months, or longer. 

Mr Graham Bellamy, Chair of the Upper Hutt Forest and Bird Society, spoke to Item 4: Director’s 

Report – Asset Management and Operations, paragraphs 10 and 11.  He expressed concern 

that the works at Mangaroa Peatland had progressed to the extent they had.  He advised the 

Mangaroa Peatlands were the largest area of peatland in the lower North Island, being over 

300ha.  He said the Forest and Bird Society had recently submitted to the ‘Action for Healthy 

Waterways’ discussion paper as this type of peatland was not currently included in the definition 

of wetlands.  He noted the applicant’s subdivision application stated that much of the land was 

wetted rushes area.  He maintained this was due to agricultural practices damaging the 

wetlands and encouraging rushes to become established.  He questioned why Council believed 

this peatland area was ideal land for residential development. 

In response to a query from Cr Newell, Mr Bellamy advised a 5m2 area of the peatlands had 

been gifted to the Forest and Bird Society for them to restore.  He asked that Council recognise 

the entire Mangaroa Peatlands as a significant natural area, and that it be protected from all 

development.   

In response to a question from Cr Ultra regarding damage to Black Creek, Mr Bellamy explained 

that a temporary bridge built by the developer had collapsed under the weight of trucks using it, 

and that had blocked natural water flows which were vital to the peatland area.  He added this 

was in breach of the Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) consent, and that a more 

substantial bridge had been constructed. 

In response to a question from Cr Lambert, Mr Bellamy advised Black Creek was now flowing, 

however Forest and Bird had concerns with the works occurring around the bridge, with new 

drains being dug and trees being recovered from the peatland.   

In response to a question from Cr Newell, the Director of Planning and Regulatory Services 

advised the workshop in the new year would cover SNA’s, and that the purpose of the workshop 

was to brief councillors on the work being undertaken by officers.  He added there would be 

opportunities for public participation prior to any resource management process.   

 

2. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS AND UPDATES 

 There were no conflict of interest declarations. 
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3. EXPRESSIONS WHIRINAKI ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT TRUST ANNUAL REPORT YEAR 

ENDED 30 JUNE 2019   (307/13-001) 

 Report from the Director of Community Services dated 30 October 2019. 

The Director, Expressions Whirinaki provided an overview of the highlights of the year.  She 

explained attendance numbers had plateaued, due to the size of the team, the budget, and the 

available space for exhibitions.  She added the overseas exhibition (Permian Monsters), local 

history exhibition (Mt Felix Tapestry), empathy exhibition (Where Children Sleep) and the Learning 

Outside of the Classroom (LEOTC) accreditation were highlights.  She advised working with 

partners, sponsors and forming alliances led to many rewarding experiences, exhibitions and 

shows and that the latest surveys showed that 97% of the attendees were satisfied with their 

experiences at Expressions Whirinaki. 

The Director, Expressions Whirinaki further advised that almost $3M had been raised towards the 

building extensions which were now underway.  She added that by showcasing the iSite, visitor 

numbers had improved. 

In response to a question from Cr Wheeler, the Director, Expressions Whirinaki advised most 

disruptions during construction of the extension would occur over the next three months, while 

the front entrance, foyer and café were closed to the public.  She added activities had been 

planned to show the public that Expressions Whirinaki was still open, and that once that initial 

construction work was completed, and the front of the building reopened, she was not anticipating 

any further major disruptions. 

In response to a question from Cr McLeod, the Director, Expressions Whirinaki confirmed the 

recipient of the Youth Award received $1000. 

In response to a question from Cr Swales, the Director, Expressions Whirinaki advised she 

anticipated work with sponsors, partners and alliances to continue to part fund exhibitions, 

however increased running costs and staffing requirements might require additional funding in 

the future. 

Cr Lambert asked the Director, Expressions Whirinaki to convey Council’s congratulations on 

another successful year to the staff. 

  

  RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND 

That Council receives the Expressions Whirinaki Arts and 

Entertainment Trust Annual Report for the year ended 30 June 

2019.  

CDC 190602 

   Moved  Cr Wheeler/Cr McLeod CARRIED 

 

4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: ASSET MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT –  

NOVEMBER 2019  (301/25-003) 

 Report from the Director of Asset Management and Operations dated 11 November 2019. 

In response to a question from Cr McLeod, the Director of Asset Management and Operations 

advised that consultation on the Maidstone Park upgrade had occurred specifically with members 

of the New Zealand Recreation Association and with the users of the park, including the skate 

fraternity.  He could not confirm if the Girl’s Play Project had been consulted. 

Cr Lambert requested that the altered parking arrangements in Brown Street be monitored, to 

ensure the existing businesses were not adversely affected.   
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 In response to a question from Cr Lambert, the Director of Asset Management and Operations 

advised that local authorities were responsible for delivering the national road safety programme 

for local roads, and if the national programme developed an e-scooter safety initiative, Council 

would deliver that as well.  He added the New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) was responsible 

for road safety on the state highways. 

In response to a supplementary question from Cr McLeod, the Director of Asset Management and 

Operations advised that local sponsorship was received for aspects of the national road safety 

programme, and with this support some aspects of the national programme could be expanded 

within Upper Hutt. 

In response to questions from Cr Newell regarding the number of issues at risk and number of 

under budget projects as shown on the Regional Three Waters Dashboard (page 81 of the order 

paper), the Director of Asset Management and Operations advised this was the first time such a 

table had been presented by Wellington Water Ltd (WWL).  He added the self-assessments were 

calculated by WWL staff.  He noted for several items, there were unique peculiarities e.g. the 

inclusion of South Wairarapa District Council had caused the overall regional water quality figures 

to drop.  He further added that transferring of funds, especially from deferred projects, was not a 

preferred option for projects which still needed to be done.   

His Worship the Mayor commented on the disappointing increase in illegal dumping, and that the 

cost of the Park Street recycling station had escalated to nearly $500,000. 

In response to a question from Cr Lambert, the Director of Asset Management and Operations 

advised the Gibbons Street wastewater upgrade cost included remedial works required for the 

road reinstatement work. 

In response to a question from Cr McLeod, the Director of Asset Management and Operations 

advised boulders had been uncovered in the Maidstone Sports Hub land in an isolated corner of 

the land and were not encountered throughout the area being developed. 

In response to questions from Cr Swales, the Director of Asset Management and Operations 

advised the fixing of water leaks within Upper Hutt was being prioritised, but that any 

reinstatement works required thereafter may not be.  He added that this may result in damaged 

roading or footpaths for longer periods of time than previously.  He agreed that in some instances, 

this could result in health and safety issues.  He added that if dangerous situations arose, Council 

could direct its own contractors to undertake the reinstatement works required. 

The Director of Asset Management and Operations explained the water consumption graphs 

(page 84 of the order paper).  He advised the blue line represented the current water usage rates, 

and the red line was the previous year’s usage.  He acknowledged that Hutt City Council’s current 

rates were lower than the previous year and explained this was likely due to a significant number 

of leaks having been repaired throughout that city.  He added officers were closely monitoring the 

consumption rates in Upper Hutt and that higher rates could not be attributed to any one factor. 

In response to questions from Cr Ultra, the Director of Asset Management and Operations advised 

most leaks were fairly easy to track if they were within the network.  He added that source of 

seepage from the ground was generally more difficult to track, and that often testing the leaking 

water for traces of chlorine was the only way to ascertain if the leak was from a natural or a 

reticulation system.  He said that leaks from the reticulated system received priority, whilst natural 

leaks were only tended to if there was a hazard resulting.  He agreed that educating the public 

with this information was a good idea. 

In response to a question from Cr McLeod, the Director of Asset Management and Operations 

advised that in a situation where a ground water leakage caused a major disruption to a road or 

footpath the urgency ranking would rise and the issue would be fixed. 

In response to a question from Cr Wheeler, the Director of Asset Management and Operations 

advised that due to the low level of response from the survey about tree re-planting in McLeod 

Street, officers would be door knocking to obtain more community feedback.  He added a 

complicating factor was the existence of overhead power lines on one side of the street only, 

resulting in certain tree species being unsuitable on that side.  He noted some survey responses 

requested no trees be replanted. 
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 In response to a question from Cr McLeod, the Director of Asset Management and Operations 

advised no fruit trees were included in the preferred tree species list, due to ongoing maintenance 

costs associated with them. 

In response to a question from Cr Swales, the Director of Asset Management and Operations 

advised that WWL issued a Letter of Expectation, which was revised in the Statement of Intent 

after feedback from shareholders.  He added responses to the Statement of Intent were required 

by 31 May each year.  The Chief Executive added that consultation regarding the Letter of 

Expectation was provided by the Wellington Water Committee (WWC), with input from the Chief 

Executives of all shareholder councils.  He further added that the Chief Executives had requested 

that the current wording in the Letter of Expectation, be strengthened.  Cr Swales said there had 

been concerns with the process last year and requested this year’s process be carefully 

monitored. 

In response to questions from Cr McLeod,  regarding the state highway mowing contract, the 

Director of Asset Management and Operations advised NZTA, and their contractor Fulton Hogan, 

had adopted a “Rural Grade Standards of Maintenance” for the state highway mowing contract 

through Upper Hutt, which resulted in the mowing occurring twice a year.  He added that for the 

northern area, NZTA had delegated mowing responsibilities to Council, but did not waiver the 

very expensive traffic control requirements.  He further added that if the speed limit was 

reduced along Fergusson Drive from 70kms/hr to either 60 or 50kms/hr, these traffic control 

requirements would not be needed, and a higher frequency of mowing could be reinstated.  He 

advised talks were currently underway with NZTA regarding the defined maintenance zones on 

the State Highway through Upper Hutt, to clarify which areas would be maintained to a rural 

standard and which ones warranted a higher standard. 

  RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND 

That Council receives the report.  

CDC 190603 

   Moved  Cr Wheeler/Cr Lambert CARRIED 

5. 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT –  

NOVEMBER 2019  (301/25-002) 

 
Report from the Director of Community Services dated 7 November 2019. 

 
Cr McLeod requested the Upper Hutt welcome sign at Silverstream and any other signs be lit 

orange, along with the streetlights for the ‘16 Days of Activism’ from 25 November to 10 

December 2019.  The Director of Asset Management and Operations advised the Silverstream 

signage could be altered by placing filters across the lighting, and that he would investigate the 

situation with the streetlights, adding that there were issues with the ability to change colours on 

these lights. 

In response to a question from Cr Wheeler, the Director of Community Services advised it was 

planned to repeat the ‘Raising Happy, Resilient Tamariki’ event with Kathryn Berkett.  It was noted 

the workshop was a free event. 

Cr Lambert advised the White Ribbon breakfast event was very successful, and asked that in 

future, the event be recorded. 

In response to a question from Cr Lambert, the Director of Community Services advised that as 

far as he was aware only the Pinehaven Tennis Club in Upper Hutt had participated in the “Love 

Tennis” National campaign.   

Cr McLeod requested that in relation to the new Kiwisport funding received that consultation be 

undertaken with the Girls Play Project to ensure the programmes supported all genders. 

  RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND 

That Council receives the report. 

CDC 190604 

   Moved  Cr Wheeler/Mayor Guppy CARRIED 
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6. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: PLANNING AND REGULATORY SERVICES DEPARTMENT -   

NOVEMBER 2019  (301/25-010) 

 Report from the Director of Planning and Regulatory Services dated 11 November 2019. 

 Cr Newell requested clarification of the building consent numbers.  The Director of Planning and 

Regulatory Services advised that whilst the total numbers of building consents had dropped for 

the past three months this year as compared to last year, fluctuations throughout a year were 

common, and that the consents trends, on page 107 of the order paper, highlighted this.  He 

added contributing factors to the fluctuations included subdivision consent releases and actual 

development.  

In response to a question from Cr McLeod, the Director of Planning and Regulatory Services 

advised there were no official statistics held on eco-friendly homes, and that new building 

consents had to comply with the requirements of the Building Code.  He added that generally the 

more eco-friendly a building was, the higher the initial build costs were, and that as a result, most 

new buildings were built to code standards. 

In response to a question from Cr Swales, the Director of Planning and Regulatory Services agreed 

to report back with details of the dog attacks outlined in his report.  He added that he was not 

familiar with a new national regulation regarding dogs. 

In response to further questions from Cr Swales the Director of Planning and Regulatory Services 

advised the high number of new alcohol licences processed could reflect lapses of licences, and 

that to his knowledge, there were no new premises opening in Upper Hutt.  He said the high 

number of Special Licences being issued was not unusual for this time of the year. 

In response to a question from Cr Bentley regarding the reasons tickets are waivered, the Director 

of Planning and Regulatory Services advised there were several reasons why a parking ticket 

might be waived.  He said a frequent one was if a Warrant of Fitness (WoF) sticker was not being 

displayed correctly.  He added that on occasion the issued ticket did not contain all the required 

information, and so was waived. 

In response to a question from Cr Wheeler, the Director of Planning and Regulatory Services 

advised the recruitment process of a parking warden was underway. 

In response to a further question from Cr Bentley, the Director of Planning and Regulatory Services 

advised the numbers of towed vehicles were low as outlined on page 104 of the order paper.  He 

added this was due to owners of the vehicles either coming forward, or it being established the 

vehicle was legally parked. 

In response to a question from Cr Ultra, the Director of Asset Management and Operations advised 

Greater Wellington Regional Council was currently assessing the configuration of the carpark by 

the railway station, with a view to increasing the capacity by up to 40 parks.  He added regular car 

parking surveys in the City were undertaken by Council officers, which confirmed a current 85% 

occupancy rate for time restricted car parks.   

The Director of Planning and Regulatory Services introduced Mr Shane Sykes, the new 

Compliance Services Manager. 

 
 RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND 

That Council receives the report. 

CDC 190605 

   Moved  Cr Wheeler/Cr Lambert CARRIED 

 



(City Development 20.11.19) 

7 

 

7. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: STRATEGY, PARTNERSHIPS AND GROWTH DEPARTMENT -   

NOVEMBER 2019  (301/25-011) 

 Report from the Director of Strategy, Partnerships and Growth dated 5 November 2019. 

 In response to a question from Cr McLeod, the Director of Strategy, Partnerships and Growth 

advised the March Madness survey was an audit of stall and attendee numbers, which she would 

provide to members.  She further added that it is the Department’s aim to review all events in a 

calendar year.  She said she was unaware of a Spring Festival survey.  Cr McLeod commented 

that it would be useful to ascertain how the festivals were benefiting the city. 

Cr Wheeler advised that as a retailer, he had responded to the Women’s Refuge survey for the 

Spring Festival, which had consisted of approximately 6 or 7 questions.   

Cr Newell requested that in the future, all businesses be named in the report, as currently only 

businesses moving appeared to be.  She particularly requested that Upper Hutt businesses who 

were finalists for the Wellington Region Business Excellence Awards be named, as this was a 

positive achievement for the City.  The Director of Strategy, Partnerships and Growth agreed to 

name all businesses in future reports. 

In response to a question from Cr Lambert, the Economic Development Manager confirmed that 

Trudie’s Café had not closed and that due to a formatting error this was incorrect in the report.  

In response to a further question from Cr Lambert, the Director of Strategy, Partnerships and 

Growth advised work on the Regional Maori Economic Policy had only just been initiated and was 

at the initial scoping stage.  She added timelines for all actions had not yet been established, and 

that she would report back in due course. 

His Worship the Mayor commented on the positive statistic of increased retail spending in the 

City. 

Cr Wheeler congratulated officers on the installation of the decals on the windows of the vacant 

shops in Main Street.  

Cr Swales congratulated officers on the Business Continuity Planning and Enhancing Accessibility 

workshops and requested a breakdown of numbers attending and where they were from. 

Cr Swales commented that information could be garnered from MarketView detailing how much 

money was spent on on-line spending from residents in Upper Hutt.  The Director of Strategy, 

Partnerships and Growth agreed to investigate this, adding that councillors needed to be mindful 

of officer time spent in gathering and analysing data.  Cr Newell commented this type of 

information would be beneficial for the City, along with data on the amount of spending from non-

residents.  Cr Swales added that targeted marketing could also occur. 

In response to a question from Cr Bentley, the Economic Development Manager advised the 

‘Out and About Upper Hutt’ campaign was aimed at attracting spending from outside of the City, 

and so it was not relevant to advertise within the City. 

  RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND 

That Council receives the report. 

CDC 190606 

   Moved  Cr Wheeler/Mayor Guppy CARRIED 

 

It was agreed that a particular item which was raised which was not part of the meeting agenda would be 

addressed through the non-public agenda of the Policy Committee meeting.    

 

The meeting concluded at 6.37pm. 

 

 

Cr D V Wheeler 
CHAIR 


