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The holidays are 
coming...

We are very fortunate to still be in Alert 
Level 1 for the holidays and there is plenty 
happening in our city. Here’s a selection  
of events coming up this summer.

DECEMBER

11 ,  12 ,  13    The Christmas Story: The 
night that changed the world—various 
times at Heretaunga Christian Centre

12   Upper Hutt on Screen: short historical 
films of Upper Hutt—2 pm at  
Upper Hutt Central Library

16   Christmas Variety Concert  
from 12 pm at the Cossie Club

24   SHINE: Christmas Eve service, light 
display, and festivities—from 7 pm at  
Lane Park Church

31   New Year’s Eve Party  
from 6 pm at the Cossie Club

JANUARY

16   Group 1 Glory Day at  
Wellington Racing Club

23   Family Day at Wellington Racing Club

30   Wellington Cup Day at 
Wellington Racing Club

FEBRUARY

7   American Vehicle Day at  
Wellington Racing Club

13 ,  14    Gypsy Fair at Riverbank Park

25   Bike the Hutt Festival (until 14 March) 

DECEMBER 2020

The Christmas Story
The Night That Changed the World

Journey back to the manger this Christmas... to the night that changed the world forever. 
Wander through the streets of Bethlehem and experience what it would’ve been like 
the night Christ was born. Kids, have your photo taken with Mary, Joseph and baby 
Jesus in the manger and experience the stable animals together with a choir of angels. 
Visit a Bethlehem workshop, potter, baker and rest at the watering well as you discover 

the true meaning of Christmas, including how it can impact your life today. 

A free family event for all this Christmas.

Friday 11 December 6-9pm
Saturday 12 December 6-9pm

Sunday 13 December 10am–noon (includes a short service)

Heretaunga Christian Centre
51 Lane Street, Upper Hutt

www.heretaunga.com
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A message from the Mayor 
2020 certainly has been one to remember for all of us. The COVID-19 pandemic and our national 
response impacted our lives, forcing us to dramatically change how we lived and worked.

In all my years as Mayor, I have never experienced anything quite like this, but I have been 
incredibly proud of the way our community reacted and responded - we supported each other 
to get through lockdown. I’m thankful we live in New Zealand, which unlike other countries has 
not reached the same level of crisis. However, many of us do have friends and family around the 
globe who continue to be impacted.

In the wake of the lockdown and the financial challenges some local businesses and 
community groups faced, we introduced a $1 million COVID-19 Recovery Fund, as well as a 
number of other initiatives to support to our community. You can read more about those in this 
issue of Valley News.

Despite the setbacks, we still managed to deliver a significant amount this year, all underpinned 
by our five strategic priority areas: Environment, Community, City Centre, Economy and 
Infrastructure. Some of those you’ll read more about in this issue, we also share news and 
updates on upperhuttcity.com and on Facebook @UpperHuttCityCouncil.

I believe it’s important to move forward in 2021. New projects and plan changes are on the 
horizon, and a community consultation on the 2021 – 2031 Long Term Plan. 

As Chair of the Wellington Regional Mayoral Forum, I’ve been involved in the development 
of the Regional Growth Framework. This is the first time the Wairarapa, Wellington, and 
Horowhenua regions have joined together to plan for the future, providing real benefits from a 
housing and employment market point of view. This approach will benefit our region and  
all communities.

We have some challenges we’re dealing with as a wider region. We’ve got a housing crisis, 
there’s a squeeze on our public transport, and climate change is starting to have a big impact 
on our environment. It’s better to deal with these things collectively, across local government 
boundaries, and tackle the issues head on.

When the time comes to have your say on the Long Term Plan and other community consultations, 
it is important you engage. I know we will have some tough decisions. Don’t forget that you can 
contact me or Councillors any time to discuss your ideas, issues or concerns. 

The festive season has arrived. I hope you’re able to make time to take a break 
over the holiday period. Spending time with friends and family, taking 
time off work, or heading away for a holiday seem more important 
than ever this year. Someone said to me recently, “This is not the 
year to get everything you want. This is the year to appreciate 
everything you have.” I think that resonates with a lot of us.

Wishing you and your loved ones a merry Christmas,  
and a safe and happy holiday.



 

 

 

 

The Paved Canvas art trail
Located in the heart of Upper Hutt, Main Street was filled with vibrant 
colours and eye-catching creations at launch day of ‘The Paved Canvas’ 
Upper Hutt’s first art trail. Local artists, businesses and retailers banded 
together to celebrate a day of creativity and fun for Upper Hutt. 

Joining the day were musicians, face painters, fire performers and arty 
activations. The art trail will be in place for another 10 days (until 19 
December) showcasing the local art and makers of Upper Hutt. 

So pop along to the city streets with your family and friends, grab a bite and  
follow the Paved Canvas map as you make your way through the city. You can  
collect your Paved Canvas map from our Council facilities and local retailers.

Key projects update 
Here’s a quick update on some of our major projects that received 
community support in our Long Term Plan for 2018 – 2028. It is fantastic to 
see some of them come to fruition in a tangible sense, as  others progress 
through their planning phases.

Expressions Whirinaki extension

With the majority of the main construction work complete, the focus is 
now on the inside of the new extension with fit-out and finishing work 
commencing. Currently on track for completion in late March 2021.

Maidstone Max redevelopment

Work continues on the skate park construction, while the new playground 
has started to take shape with the majority of equipment installed. Play 
surfacing, paths, installation of amenities, and landscaping are all still to 
come before the expected completion in April 2021.

Maidstone Community Sports Hub

In September we entered phase two, with the focus on engaging with key 
stakeholders to agree a draft concept plan. This plan will be progressed in 
early 2021 to enable initial physical works to commence by 31 March. The 
expected completion date for this project is the end of 2022. 

H2O Xtream upgrade

A revised proposal with more details of the plans and options for the 
upgrade will be consulted on in our Long Term Plan 2021 – 2031. The 
next phase of design work is continuing in preparation for construction 
scheduled to commence in late 2021.

Civic Centre seismic strengthening

In 2018 we signalled we intended to earthquake strengthen and refurbish 
the Civic Centre building. A proposal with more details and options for this 
project will be consulted on in our Long Term Plan 2021 – 2031.

Stay informed

Keep up to date with what’s happening by reading about these projects and 
their milestones on our website. We’ll also be publishing updates on social 
media. Follow us on Facebook for updates and news on our activities and 
projects: @UpperHuttCityCouncil

Plan changes—your feedback

PC50—Rural and  
Residential Review

We’re embarking on a significant 
review of the residential and rural 
areas of our District Plan, which 
controls development and land use 
in Upper Hutt.

 Community engagement from 
September to November saw 
about 130 respondents provide 
feedback across both rural and 
residential strategic objectives 
and policies

 Work is continuing to finalise 
these to help inform proposed 
rule and zone drafting, with an 
engagement report on the latest 
engagement intending to be 
released by the end of the year

 Mid-next year we will look 
to release draft rural and 
residential rules and zones  
for consultation

Keep up-to-date on our website: 
upperhuttcity.com/pc50 

PC48—Tiaki Taiao (Significant 
Natural Areas and Landscapes)

We have been working to identify 
important natural areas, native 
bush and landscapes in Upper Hutt. 
Before we undertake a Plan Change 
we want to make sure we have 
identified the right areas and the 
values within them.

 Identification and initial 
engagement underway

 Site visits to over 70 properties 
with over 10 map amendments

 Lots of support for biodiversity 
protection and enhancement 
and feedback received

 Only at the early stages, 
the feedback received from 
September through to 
November will inform provisions 

 Draft provisions will be available 
early in 2021

Keep up-to-date on our website: 
upperhuttcity.com/pc48

A Plan Change is a change to a District Plan, a public process that involved 
research, evaluation and consultation. A plan change can be initiated  
by us, or by members of the public (private plan change).

There are a couple of significant plan changes underway, including a Rural and 
Residential Review and Tiaki Taiao (Significant Natural Areas and Landscapes). 
A quick update for each is below. Other review topics you will hear more about 
in 2021 include: Natural Hazards, Heritage and Sites of Significance to Māori, 
Open Spaces, Subdivision Standards and Business Land.



 

  

 

 Go NZ   new    
Variety and gift store

 Tigerlily Clothing   new   
Women’s clothing and accessories

 Blades   moved    
Barbershop and hair salon 

 Joy Studio   new      featured     
Portrait photography

Joy Studio
Meet Upper Hutt local Jolly Jacob, ex-business analyst turned 
photographer specialising in women’s, children and family 
portraits. Jolly is a TEDx Speaker on The Power of Portraits. She has 
a particular interest in photographing ‘fifty+ & fabulous’ women, 
aka Silver Sheros. “Women over 50 are not in enough photos. One 
day our family is going to look for photos of us and not find any. 
We’ve weathered a lot of challenges, that needs to be celebrated 
and shared,” says Jolly.

We become the stories we tell ourselves. “If an image (of say, a 
teenager) shows confidence, it sends powerful subliminal messages 
to the brain, resulting in positive self- dialogue.  It conveys messages 
that they are a cherished and important part of the family. It can 
have therapeutic value.”

Mother-daughter and family shoots “are a great bonding time in our 
busy lives and photos remind us of our connections, they provide a 
sense of belonging and leave a legacy, and they are a powerful form 
of visual storytelling”.

Joy Studio started The THRIVE project for survivors of domestic 
violence. A survivor herself, Jolly does this pro bono project to give 
women that extra encouragement. She donates a photo shoot and 
one printed photo to serve as a powerful reminder of how inherently 
strong and powerful they are.

Jolly has moved her studio from home to a commercial space in the 
city centre, Joy Studio, 3 Russell Street. For further information, 
check out her website joystudio.co or follow her on  
Facebook @JoyStudio6

Local business update

A word from  
Councillor Angela McLeod 

Kia ora tātou,

It’s just over a year since Council elections. Thank you for exercising your right  
to vote. We live in a democracy, are lucky we do and the nearly nine percent 
increase showed more of you care about your community leadership than  
before. Thank you.

We are working hard for Upper Hutt; making informed decisions on challenges and 
solutions that ensure the social, cultural, economic and environmental wellbeing 
of our community; discussing what we think you want Upper Hutt’s future to 
look like; and how your rates should be spent ensuring the future is the best for 
generations to come.

Anniversaries are a time for reflection. I have always been interested in politics, 
spending nearly 15 years advocating for change at central government level, 
leading community groups, and campaigning for women before deciding to 
represent you. I enjoyed meeting so many of you in 2010, so tried again in  
2013 and that success continues. Thank you. 

I do this because I can. Because I grew up here, returned 
after university, learned to live with physical disability, 
and started, and share in, a successful business. And 
because you, your families and friends, our community, 
are important to me. I enjoy working for you,  
with you, alongside you.

In a year like no other, be kind to yourself 
and take a break. Continue to look out  
for each other and surround yourself  
with loved ones. Let’s use summer  
to recharge and face 2021  
head on, together.

Ehara tāku toa i te toa takitahi,  
engari he toa takitini.

Support local and enjoy stress-free Christmas  
shopping this year in Upper Hutt

We’ve said it before and we’ll say it again, shopping 
local is super important to our community! 

Why? You help contribute to your local economy, 
help create jobs for locals and it’s better for the 
environment. We’re encouraging everyone to shop 
local this Christmas and have put together this 
handy little itinerary for you to give you some ideas. 
And if you’re pushed for time and can’t get in store, 
why not make your online spend local as well.

  9.00 am   Start the day off with a nourishing 
breakfast and coffee at Silverspoon Restaurant 
and Café. Take this time to go over your shopping 
list and make a day plan. And if you have kids with 
you, don’t forget that the Upper Hutt Central 

Library and H2O Xtream will be in full swing, so 
make sure you pack the togs and towels.

  10.00 am   Head to Main Street and snap up a free 
car park.

  10.05 am   Explore Upper Hutt’s range of boutique, 
earth-friendly, and trendy shopping options in the 
city centre, special to Upper Hutt.

Christmas gift inspo from some of our many 
amazing Upper Hutt businesses:

 Grab an organic shampoo bar for your mum 
from Botanical Beauty.

 Deck out Dad’s man cave with wall art from the 
men’s section at Avison’s Home and Giftware. 

 Find the perfect Stolen Girlfriends Club 
jewellery for your sister at Wild Rose.

 Spoil your brother with the latest streetwear 
from Studio One. 

 The kids might love a new bike from Cycle 
Centre, or a 10 trip pass toH2O Xtream. 

  1.00 pm   Time for some lunch at Tricky’s 
Sandwich Co to reward yourself for shopping local 
and finding one-off gifts that your family will love. 
Or if you’re after to a cheeky brew, visit Brewtown.

Don’t forgot to scan your COVID Tracer app 
everywhere you go too.
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COVID-19 recovery fund

It’s really important to us that we continue to 
support our community through the COVID-19 
pandemic, so we’re pleased to introduce a 
$1 million recovery fund for the 2020 – 2021 
financial year.

The fund is open to businesses and community 
organisations to help them implement 
initiatives that contribute to their recovery 
from the pandemic, and to enhance social, 
economic, environmental and cultural 
wellbeing in Upper Hutt.

Interested? To find out more and to apply, go to 
upperhuttcity.com/recovery-fund

Sporting Chance and Arts Participation

Sporting Chance and Arts Participation are 
two funds we’ve created to assist young 
people where financial hardship, as a result of 
COVID-19, is a barrier to participation in sports 
and physical activity, or art and culture.

These funds are about supporting families 
affected financially by COVID-19 with the 
necessary equipment, clothing or other related 
costs to enable Upper Hutt children (aged 
from 5 – 18) to participate in sport or physical 
activity or art and culture.

The application process only takes a few 
minutes. To find out more and to apply, go to 
upperhuttcity.com/sporting-chance

Community funding

Don’t forget that in Upper Hutt, we observe 
water restrictions all year round. The 
restrictions allow you to use:

 One garden watering system at a time 
(a sprinkler, an irrigation system, a soaker 
hose or an unattended hose)

 From 6.00 am – 8.00 am and  
from 7.00 pm – 9.00 pm only.

 Only on odd dates of the month (1st, 3rd, 
5th, etc.) if your house is odd-numbered, or

 Only on even dates of the month (2nd, 4th, 
6th, etc.) if your house is even-numbered

Saving water means we can keep our reserves 
at a healthy level, so we can all enjoy water 
all summer long. For more information, go to 
upperhuttcity.com/water-restrictions

Water restrictions

H2O Xtream school 
holiday programme

H2O Xtream offers children and young people 
exciting and educational activities to keep 
them happy and active during the school 
holidays! There are two programmes:

 Surf’s up (for ages 5 – 8)

 Hang ten (for ages 9 – 13)

School holiday programmes are based at 
Upper Hutt Uniting Parish Hall in Benzie Ave. 
To find out more, go to h2oxtream.com/
Programmes/School-Holiday-Programmes 
or call (04) 527 2113. 

Summer Reading 
Upper Hutt Libraries’ extremely popular 
summer reading programme is back! Entering 
is simple, just pick up a Summer Reading 
bookmark and complete the five tasks, then 
return it to Upper Hutt Central or Pinehaven 
Libraries by Sunday 31 January 2021 to be in 
to win great prizes! This programme is open 
to all ages with prize categories for tots, kids, 
teens, and adults, as well as a special prize for 
the school that gets most involved! You can 
also enter the competition from the comfort 
of your own home as it’s all available online, 
including fun extra challenges!

For more details go to upperhuttlibrary.co.nz

838 – 842 Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt 5140 

 (04) 527 2169 |  upperhuttcity.com |   /upperhuttcitycouncil

Christmas season  
hours

24 Dec 8.30 am – 12.00 pm

25 Dec – 4 Jan Closed

Council

Central Library

24 Dec 9.30 am – 5.00 pm

25 – 28 Dec Closed

29 – 31 Dec 9.30 am – 5.00 pm

1 – 4 Jan Closed

Pinehaven Library

25 Dec – 4 Jan Closed

Pūrehurehu (Mobile Library)

21 Dec – 4 Jan Limited services, check 
Libraries website for 
more information.

Libraries

24 Dec 5.30 am – 7.00 pm

25 Dec Closed

26 Dec 8.00 am – 7.00 pm

27 Dec 8.00 am – 6.30 pm

28 Dec 8.00 am – 7.00 pm

29 – 31 Dec 5.30 am – 7.00 pm

1 – 2 Jan 8.00 am – 7.00 pm

3 Jan 8.00 am – 6.30 pm

4 Jan 8.00 am – 7.00 pm

H2O Xtream

24 Dec 9.00 am – 4.00 pm

25 – 28 Dec Closed

29 – 31 Dec 9.00 am – 4.00 pm

1 – 4 Jan Closed

Expressions Whirinaki


