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Upcoming meetings
Did you know you can find the upcoming 
Council and Committee meetings on our  
website? Go to upperhuttcity.com/
meetings, click on any meeting for a link  
to the agenda and minutes. Meeting agendas  
are available two working days beforehand. 

 City Development Committee  
Wednesday 7 October—4.30 pm

 Finance and Performance Committee 
Wednesday 14 October—4.30 pm

 Traffic Committee 
Monday 19 October—9.30 am

 Policy Committee 
Wednesday 21 October—4.30 pm

 Additional Council meeting 
Wednesday 28 October—4.30 pm

 Council meeting  
4 November—4.30 pm

 City Development Committee 
Wednesday 18 November— 4.30 pm

 Hutt Valley Services Committee 
Friday 20 November—9.30 am 
(at Hutt City Council)

 Risk and Assurance Committee 
Tuesday 24 November—4.30 pm

 Finance and Performance Committee 
Wednesday 25 November—4.30 pm

 Policy Committee 
Wednesday 2 December—4.30 pm

 Traffic Committee 
Monday 7 December—9.30 am

 Council meeting  
16 December—4.30 pm

NOTE: Meeting dates and times are subject 
to change so please keep an eye out for 
updates on our website closer to the  
time of any particular meeting.

SEPTEMBER 2020

A message from the Mayor 
Daylight saving is here, signalling the end of winter and beginning of spring. Six months ago we’d 
just gone into Alert Level-4 lock-down. We’ve come a long way since then and we’ve returned 
again to Alert Level-1. COVID-19 is still having a huge impact around the world and we must 
remain vigilant with hygiene and health.

We have some economic impacts to deal with as so many of our businesses, both locally and 
nationally, have found it difficult to cope with the circumstances they find themselves in. As for 
Council, we’re continuing to focus on our recovery efforts. When preparing the Annual Plan for 
2020 – 2021, we reduced costs and deferred some of our work, finding ways to achieve savings 
where we could. This has enabled us to minimise costs to ratepayers and provide a recovery 
fund to help businesses and community groups in need. I’m pleased to say that we’ve already 
made several contributions through this fund—including the recent PopUp Business School for 
our budding entrepreneurs. 

Amongst all the uncertainty, there is evidence of new and emerging opportunities and 
developments. It was great to be invited to the launch of Lane Street Studios in August. We’re 
looking forward to seeing the vision of the Evans family come to fruition and the benefits this 
will bring to our city, the Wellington region, and nationally.

The recent announcements around government funding for ‘shovel ready’ projects also 
provided a welcome boost to our economic situation. The New Zealand Campus for Innovation 
and Sport will see state-of-the-art sports facilities built at the former CIT site. We were also 
grateful for funding for the Maidstone Community Sports Hub. This funding has brought the 
project forward which we now expect to get underway in March next year. This will provide a 
significant improvement to the facilities in and around Maidstone Park earlier than originally 
anticipated, and will give our local clubs and codes some much-needed and upgraded spaces.

I want to thank all of those who provided feedback through our ‘Let’s Kōrero’ Long Term Plan 
pre-engagement. There is an update on feedback and engagement in this issue of Valley News. 
Despite the engagement campaign being hindered by alert level restrictions, we still managed 
to raise the bar in terms of feedback received. We’ve been using this feedback as we continue to 
develop the Long Term Plan 2021 – 2031, having held eight workshops to date.

Around the city there has been clearing of vegetation at the Pinehaven/Blue Mountains 
intersection and Sunbrae Drive culverts. Upgrades are expected to begin in October as part of 
programmed road maintenance. The replacements are in line with what we have planned for 
the Pinehaven Stream upgrade, which should follow once the culverts  
are completed in May.

The Maidstone Max playground work is well underway. Having 
consulted well with the community, and coming up with a 
completely new design, we’re looking forward to its unveiling 
in April next year. In the meantime, don’t forget we have 
a renaming competition running through all Upper Hutt 
schools. Entries close on 16 October.
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Introducing Pūrehurehu,  
Upper Hutt’s new library bus

Pūrehurehu, our new mobile and outreach library bus is now on the road, 
visiting eight schools and 28 preschools each week. In 2018, we made the 
decision to replace the aging mobile library bus with a newer, more reliable 
vehicle. After extensive research, a Fuso Rosa was selected which provides 
more flexibility to deliver the outreach services in a safer, more economical 
and environmentally friendly way.

The new service carries 2,500 books for users to browse or borrow, and 
delivers books on order to schools and preschools. It has an external TV 
screen and sound system to deliver outreach and educational programmes 
to a wider range of people. Solar panels boost the power supply and Wi-Fi 
gives customers access the APNK network, using their own devices or the  
libraries’ Chromebooks.

The kaupapa for the Pūrehurehu name is about reviving and acknowledging 
place names, and flora and fauna once abundant in the upper reaches of Te 
Awa Kairangi (Hutt River). You can read more about how this kaupapa has 
been reflected in the exterior artwork at upperhuttcity.com/news

The fit-out for Pūrehurehu was undertaken by Kiwi Bus Builders in 
Tauranga. The innovative shelving and layout was designed by  
Int.workspaces. Upper Hutt’s own Dzine Signs also finalised exterior  
design and brand placement, installing the artwork onto the vehicle.

Other visits are being considered for future delivery including retirement 
villages, rest homes, and key events in the community. For more information, 
go to upperhuttlibrary.co.nz/Library-services/Branches-and-hours

Sustainability news 
Have you had lots of fantails and tuis visiting your place lately? The results 
are in from the annual Upper Hutt bird count survey and they’ve been 
published on our website: upperhuttcity.com/sustainability. The survey 
shows that while you should be seeing plenty of tui, silvereye, fantail, and 
kingfisher around, some of our other native birds are struggling.

Pest Free Upper Hutt have teamed up with the Upper Hutt Menzshed, 
and are doing great work trapping predators like rats, stoats, and weasels 
that are targeting our native birds and their eggs. Now is a particularly 
precarious time, with young spring chicks especially vulnerable.

The humane rat traps come with a tunnel that keeps the trap away from 
birds, cats, dogs and young children. The traps can be baited with  
peanut butter. 

Rat traps with tunnels are available from Pest Free Upper Hutt. They 
appreciate a koha of up to $20 to help fund further traps and tunnels. If 
you’re keen to help look after our native birds, get involved by placing a 
trap next to your compost bin, in your back yard, or become a coordinator. 
Get in touch with Pat at Pest Free Upper Hutt on 021 145 9789 or email 
pestfreeupperhutt@gmail.com. Let them know your street and suburb 
and the local coordinator will get in touch with you.

Let’s kōrero—thank you for your feedback
Community engagement is a big part of the work 
we do at Upper Hutt City Council. We’re committed 
to working in partnership with you when we’re 
developing our policies, plans, facilities, and services. 

We engage with our community in many ways. 
Sometimes the whole community will be involved and 
sometimes we’ll be seeking feedback from specific 
groups, depending on what we’re doing.

In March we ran a community-wide engagement 
exercise called ‘Let’s kōrero’ when we asked for  
your views on four key areas relating to the  
future of Upper Hutt, including:

 Projects and activities we should focus on in our 
Long Term Plan for 2021 – 2031

 Holding more major events in Upper Hutt 

 How you feel about our city centre as a priority 
focus for Council

 How we could achieve the right types of housing 
growth in rural and residential areas

Like everyone, we were impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic and had to cancel the remainder of our 
face-to-face events. But we continued to promote 
Let’s kōrero on our website and Facebook page, 
in the Leader, and in the post with rates notices, 
encouraging our community to tell us what was 
important to them now, and into the future.

We received a total of 210 responses and at a glance:

 Respondents ranked infrastructure and associated 
services the highest in terms of Council priorities. 
All of the Council activities were ranked high or 
medium priority by the majority of respondents. 

 65% of respondents believe local events are 
important to the wellbeing of our community and 
want us to increase efforts to attract events to the 
city. Music, cultural or cultural music events were 
the most popular type of event people wanted.

 62% of respondents think a vibrant city centre is 
important, and 77% believe the city centre should 
be a high or medium priority for Council to invest in.

 When asked what elements should feature in Upper 
Hutt’s city centre to make it more vibrant, the most 
frequent suggestion was a shared outdoor green 
space, like a town square.

Your feedback has been invaluable as we shape the 
strategic direction of Upper Hutt for the next ten years 
through our Long Term Plan for 2021 – 2031. Early next 
year we’ll seek your feedback on what we propose 
for the Long Term Plan through another large scale 
community engagement exercise. 

You can keep up-to-date with all community 
engagement activities on our website,  
upperhuttcity.com/Have-your-say



 

  

 

 Nora Kebab 
Turkish Restaurant 
and Takeaway

 B Styled 
Hair Salon

 Dough Bakery 
(at Expressions 
Whirinaki) 

 Golden Star Asian 
Supermarket

 Daytona Raceway 
  featured    
(including Frosty 
Spot, Splitz, Spring 
Loaded)—Family 
entertainment  

 The Great Bunch  
  featured    
Florist

 Pop Up Clearance 
Store —Vogue/Wild 
Rose/Cerise

The Great Bunch
In August we welcomed Ian Chapman-Hall and his new floristry 
business, The Great Bunch to Upper Hutt. Initially starting as a 
pop-up in The Mall, Ian was very keen to find his own space. After 
accompanying him on a tour of a potential premises through  
the city centre, we are thrilled to see what he has done to create  
a delightful spot on Lion Court just down the road from  
Tricky’s Sandwich Co. 

We’ve also helped by promoting The Great Bunch across our social 
media platforms, sharing his launch news in Vibrant Hutt magazine 
and even helping him source items for his displays. Ian, an Upper 
Hutt local himself, is doing his bit to support local too, partnering 
with commercial grower and founder of the Wellington Flower 
Collective, Julie Treanor from The Pickery in Kaitoke. 

The Great Bunch also offers classes for customers who want to learn 
more about floristry, including how to create a buttonhole or small 
posies. Ian says “the support from the local community has been a 
real highlight. I’m all about supporting local and it’s been great to 
start building relationships with other business owners and growing 
my customer base.” 

With a background in visual arts and design, and fine art, Ian is 
also keen to stock work by local creatives. “I see a real opportunity 
for collaboration with artists and am already displaying local art 
in store” Ian says. If you have some quality, locally made products 
to sell, be sure to get in touch. You can follow The Great Bunch on 
Facebook, @thegreatbunchnz.

Welcome to new businesses!

A word from  
Councillor Paul Lambert 

A year has passed since the last Council elections and much has changed due to 
COVID-19. However, there are many activities and opportunities ahead that we all 
can look forward to and support. The major upgrade of Maidstone Max is due for 
completion in April 2021. This will coincide with the extension work at Expressions 
Whirinaki that will enable the opening of the new Heritage Gallery. 

Two ‘shovel ready’ projects have been supported in Upper Hutt: Phase 2 of the 
Maidstone Community Sports Hub, and the development of the new high-tech 
sports science facility at the New Zealand Campus for Innovation and Sport.

Many events have been cancelled or postponed, but the Hutt Valley Sports Awards 
are now planned for Thursday 8 October at Walter Nash Stadium. Congratulations 
to the Upper Hutt finalists and we wish them well.

Council has reviewed and approved the update of our Sustainability Strategy 
following input from the community. I recommend you check it out at 
upperhuttcity.com/sustainability

One of our national targets for 2050 is that New Zealand 
becomes predator free. By eradicating all stoats, 
rats, and possums, this will help bring back the 
birdsong. There are already volunteers involved in 
Pest Free Upper Hutt. You too can operate a trap in 
your back garden for a small donation. Simply email 
pestfreeupperhutt@gmail.com and check out 
their Facebook page  
/PestfreeUpperHutt or go to pfhv.org.nz  

As part of the upcoming Long Term Plan 
process, Council will be reviewing its 
recycling and waste management 
services and I look forward to the 
interaction we will have with  
the community.

Daytona Raceway
This month entertainment extravaganza Daytona 
Raceway arrived in Upper Hutt. It’s not just go-karts on 
offer though, visitors to Brewtown can also enjoy the 
Paintball Adventure Challenge, Laser Strike, Archery Tag, 
Frosty Spot ice skating rink, Spring Loaded trampoline 
park and now, Splitz ten-pin bowling.

With five craft breweries and Wild Kiwi Distillery as their 
neighbours, Brewtown is already a must-do destination 
for locals and visitors. The first weekend of operation 
saw hundreds of people through Daytona’s door, and a 
steady stream of adventure junkies since. 

Managing Director, Rob Blitz, says “We’ve been 
overwhelmed with the response from the community. 

The customer numbers we’ve seen in the last couple of 
weeks are similar to those we used to have during the 
Christmas period at our old site in Lower Hutt.”

“We have sixty more arcade games and a wave machine 
to come, adding to an already extensive entertainment 
offering. We’re thrilled that we’re not just helping 
to boost visitors to Brewtown but also to the wider 
community. Upper Hutt has been heaving!”

Daytona has also partnered with the breweries to offer  
birthday party options for kids. There are also competitive  
mid-week go-kart leagues and an ice hockey competition.  
Keep up-to-date with Wellington’s premier indoor  
entertainment super site on Facebook, @daytonaraceway.
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Working together for a 
Smokefree Upper Hutt

Over the next few months you may notice new 
signage going up around the city as we work  
towards a smokefree Upper Hutt. 

Through a community consultation, we asked what 
you thought about smoking in outdoor public spaces 
and 81% of respondents supported the proposal to 
make more of Upper Hutt smokefree.

With Councillors agreeing, and voting in favour of 
expanding our Smokefree Parks and Open Spaces 
Policy in August, the following areas are now 
smokefree (and vapefree):

 All parks, reserves, and sports grounds

 All children’s playgrounds and skate parks

 Areas around Council buildings and facilities

 Council run and Council funded events

 Bus stops and bus shelters

 Train stations

 Outdoor pavement dining areas on Council land

 Taxi ranks

 Outdoor public areas in the city centre

We were the very first council in New Zealand to 
declare our parks smokefree. You can find out  
more and read the policy on our website:  
upperhuttcity.com/smokefree 

Active recreation for 
Spearhead Leaders

The Spearhead Leaders Programme for 2020 resumed 
after lock-down with a series of events focused on 
active recreation in many of our local parks, spaces, 
and places. Supported by Upper Hutt City Council 
and Kickstart Youth Centre, the events are designed to 
engage participants with fun activities to help develop 
their leadership skills.

Most recently, our Activation team partnered with 
the Spearhead Leaders to plan and deliver a walking 
activity at Maidstone Max, before the park was closed 
for its upgrade, with more than 25 young people taking 
part. The group have a number of activities planned 
for the remainder of the year, including a basketball 
tournament, beach volleyball, and a river swim. You 
can follow Spearhead Leaders on Facebook or on 
Instagram: @spearheadleaders.

Exhibitions at Expressions Whirinaki

What’s on for Seniors 

October is a month bustling with activities in 
Upper Hutt for local seniors to participate in.  
1 October is International Day of the Senior, 
and there will be free senior swimming at 
H2O Xtream, Story Time at Upper Hutt Central 
Library, and an intergenerational buggy walk 
at Awakairangi Park. The rest of the month 
includes everything from hydro classes and 
e-bike courses, to earthquake planning 
sessions and an arthritis information workshop. 
Brochures are available from H2O Xtream, Upper 
Hutt Libraries, and Expressions Whirinaki.

GOLD

Growing Old Living Dangerously (GOLD) has 
been running in Upper Hutt since 2014 and is an 
opportunity for adventurous over 50s to have a 
go at some incredible experiences! We facilitate 
one activity a month over six months and this 
schedule won’t disappoint, with trips to Kāpiti 

Island, Staglands, and Wellington Zoo, a tour 
of Brewtown and Christmas lunch at the Royal 
Wellington Golf Club. Pick up a brochure and 
register at H2O Xtream. The first activity takes 
place on 15 October.

Senior Regional Games

This event is all about knocking down 
boundaries and challenging the assumption 
that the older you get, the less opportunities 
there are to stay active. With badminton, 
bowls and dancing, there will be something for 
everyone. So bring your friends and whānau 
to celebrate together, participate in friendly 
competition, and try something new on 3 
November at ASB Sports Centre. Find out more 
and register, at sportwellington.org.nz/senior-
regional-games-2020

Action-packed October for seniors

Puaki—to come forth, show itself, open out, 
emerge, reveal, to give testimony.

In Māori culture, it is believed everyone has a tā  
moko under the skin, just waiting to be revealed.

When photographs of tā moko were originally 
taken in the 1850s, the tattoos barely showed 
up at all. Wet-plate photography served to erase 
this cultural marker—and as the years went by, 
this proved true in real life, too. The ancient 
art of tā moko was increasingly suppressed as 
Māori were assimilated into the colonial world. 

In his new project, Michael Bradley has re-claimed 
the near-obsolete wet-plate photographic 
technique as an original and striking way of 
showing the resurgence of the art form  
of tā moko.

Andy Warhol’s famous quote “Everyone will be 
famous for 15 minutes.” comes to life in Pop 
Garden, a full-immersion, multimedia and 
multi-sensorial experience inspired by the 
colours and world of Pop Art and Andy Warhol’s 
masterpiece, ‘Flowers.’ Visitors enter a hall of 
mirrors with physical elements, projections, 
and video-mapping which multiply the effect 
to infinity. With dazzling lights, rock music, and 
flowers this international exhibition will take 
you back to the golden years of Pop Art, where 
you can capture your 15 minutes of fame. 

The exhibition blends pop art and technology 
and is the brain child of MEDARTEC; an Italian 
production company that creates art and 
culture inspired immersive media experiences 
using the latest digital technologies. 

838 – 842 Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt 5140 
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