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Civic awards
Do you know someone who has done some 
outstanding and innovative voluntary work 
for our city and community?

Any resident of Upper Hutt who has done 
meritorious voluntary community service 
for the city is eligible to be nominated for a 
Civic Award.

A Civic Award recipient will not have 
received other public recognition for 
their community service in the form 
of other awards (unless in exceptional 
circumstances).

A nomination must be signed by at least 
two residents of Upper Hutt. 

A nomination from an Upper Hutt 
organisation must be signed by at 
least two executive members of that 
organisation.

Nominations received by Friday, 31 July 
2020 will be considered for this 
year’s awards.

If a nomination is successful, we will 
contact the nominee to find out if they 
wish to accept the award.

JULY 2020

A message from the Mayor 
The wet and cold winter weather may have arrived, but there has been a buzz around Upper 
Hutt in the last few weeks as the city returns to normal a� er the COVID-19 lockdown. It’s been 
great to see our people out and about on the street, in our parks, swimming pools, and out in 
cafés, restaurants, and shops. 

In the wake of COVID-19, I want to thank our community, who along with the rest of New 
Zealand, made big sacrifices to stop the spread of the virus. I know the lockdown wasn’t easy for 
many across Upper Hutt, but you have helped the country do its bit to minimise the e� ects of 
the disease.

To help our city get back on its feet a� er the lockdown, Council is now in recovery mode with 
a $1 million Recovery Fund. This is part of our Annual Plan. The fund, created mainly from 
operational savings, should assist to help to kick start and front foot the city’s response 
to the economic impact of the virus.

A great way that you can play your part in helping our city recover is to shop local. We are lucky 
to have some amazing shops, cafés and restaurants in or city, so if you are looking to have 
dinner out or catch up with friends, then visit one of the great attractions on o� er in Upper Hutt.

As a Council we are also evolving our look and feel,and how we interact with our community 
and the wider Wellington region. Last year we introduced our new ‘U’ logo that shows the 
balance of community and lifestyle as a connected city, which includes variations for core 
Council services, H2O Xtream, and Upper Hutt Libraries.

We have now taken this logo one step further by introducing a bilingual approach to our name. 
The Māori translation for Council’s name, is Te Kaunihera o Te Awa Kairangi ki Uta.

You’ll start seeing the new logos appear in our communications and marketing along with city 
and council assets such as signs and vehicles as they come up for replacement. 

The Hutt Valley also got some more good news in the last week with the announcement that 
funding for the Petone to Ngauranga section of Te Ara Tupua, the Hutt Valley to Wellington 
walking and cycling project, has been signed o�  by Waka Kotahi New Zealand Transport Agency.

Once completed this trail will connect Wellington to Upper Hutt—great news for people 
wanting to cycle from here to the city and back for work or just for fun.

This project will be another important step for people in the Hutt Valley 
being even more connected to each other and our capital city.

I also want to thank all the essential workers who sacrificed 
so much during the lockdown period.

Finally once again thank you Upper Hutt for 
our e� ort over the last three months.
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 Annual Plan 2020 – 2021 adopted 
A rates requirement increase of only 1.5% is a cornerstone feature of the 
Annual Plan 2020 – 2021, formally adopted by elected members last night. 
The minimal  increase is a move by Council to help relieve the immediate 
financial pressures resulting from COVID-19 alert level restrictions.

A $1 million fund to kickstart our community’s recovery is also included in 
the plan. The majority of the fund will come from $1.7 million in 
operational savings.

Upper Hutt Mayor Wayne Guppy said the plan was focused on sowing 
the seeds of economic recovery while continuing to deliver essential 
infrastructure and services.

“The unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic has had a sudden and extreme 
impact on the local community and the economy. We will be focused on 
actions, initiatives, and projects to e� ectively achieve recovery outcomes 
in the economic, social, and cultural sectors most severely impacted by 
COVID-19.

“We at Upper Hutt City Council are committed to supporting our community 
through this crisis but we also have an eye to the future. 

 “We’ll be working on infrastructure projects and services outlined in 
Year 3 of our Long Term Plan, along with new initiatives to help residents 
and businesses deal with the impacts of the pandemic. 

Mayor Guppy said the pandemic response initiatives included help with 
rates, including postponements, and business support and promotion.

Infrastructure projects from the Pinehaven Stream improvements works to 
the Maidstone Max upgrade will continue to go ahead.

The plan prioritises Council being strategically best placed to both enable 
and support the continued growth and success of the city.

The introduction of Council’s Sustainability Strategy would ensure future 
growth enhanced our amenity values while meeting the population’s needs.

Council has also decided that, unless unavoidable, it would maintain 
2019 – 2020 fees and charges for the coming financial year, e� ectively a 
freeze on increases in Fees and Charges for one year.

Progressing our brand and 
embracing our heritage 

In conjunction with a new website in June last year, we also introduced 
new logos for Upper Hutt, Council, our libraries and H2O Xtream. The new 
logos were designed to be more accessible than the incumbent ‘postage 
stamp’ logo and to better reflect the balance of community and lifestyle as 
a connected city. The logo family was rolled out on the new websites and 
some other digital-only applications.

As we were considering our next steps this year we felt that it was a perfect 
opportunity to incorporate a bilingual approach as part of our response 
to the Treaty of Waitangi, to embrace our heritage, and increase our 
promotion for the use of Te Reo in the community. 

The process of determining the names and applying these to the logos 
has included consultation and advice from our iwi partners and/or 
Kaitakawaenga Kaupapa Māori (Māori Liaison). Based on these discussions, 
we have resolved the translations for our business centres as Te Kaunihera 
o Te Awa Kairangi ki Uta for Council, and Ngā Puna Mātauranga o Te Awa 
Kairangi ki Uta for Upper Hutt Libraries. Because H2O Xtream is a brand 
name in and of itself, there is no specific translation, so we’ve resolved 
it as H2O Xtream ki Te Awa Kairangi ki Uta.

The Māori translation of Upper Hutt takes its inspiration from Te Awa 
Kairangi, the oldest name for the Hutt River, attributed to Kupe, the first 
Polynesian explorer to come to this area.  

Te Awa Kairangi fits our city’s narrative the best, as one that is teeming 
with life and possibility, as well as acknowledging our surroundings and the 
beautiful vista upon which this city is set. The river unites us.

Just as Upper Hutt is linked with Hutt City, it is practical for our Māori 
names to align to each other as well. To do this, we have added the location 
word ‘Uta’, preceded by the particle ‘ki’. ‘Uta’, by definition, locates anything 
that is inland, from a coastal perspective, or at the interior of a country 
or island. 

We’ve considered how we can make things as simple as possible, and avoid 
repetition where we can. We have resolved this bilingual partnership in the 
logos below. These new logos will start to appear in our communications 
and marketing as well as city and Council assets such as signs and vehicles 
as they come up for replacement. 
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For more information on the ‘U’ device and what it was built to represent, 
please go to our website: upperhuttcity.com/brand-identity

Sustainability Strategy adopted
Our natural environment is the key to Upper Hutt’s overarching sustainability—
it underpins our economy, society, and culture, and we all have a responsibility 
to look a� er it.  

We have partnered with our community to map out the future for Upper Hutt 
through our Sustainability Strategy—how we will ensure that we retain the 
characteristics of our beautiful city, ensure our community thrives, and build a 
better future for Upper Hutt.

Our goals are ambitious—based on feedback through our consultation 
process, we’re aiming to be a carbon-neutral organisation by 2035, and ensure 
we have the resources and systems in place to see our community prosper for 
years to come.  

Our next step is to put a plan in place to ensure we can meet our goals. If you’d 
like to contribute, please get in touch—we’re listening.



 

  

 

 Aroy Thai

 Bella Café

 Beauty by Sumit

 Blades Barbershop   
  FEATURED   

 Fudge‘N’Hell
Dessert Shop

 Merton Street 
Fish and Chips

 The Natural 
Petshop Ltd

 Sadal & Co

 Scru� y to Flu� y

 Slash Co� ee

 Studio One 
  FEATURED   

Studio One and 
Blades Barbershop 

A pair of new Upper Hutt business are just some of more than 3,000 
that have registered across New Zealand in the last couple 
of months.

Upper Hutt local Israel Starr has opened the Studio One high end 
designer streetwear store, while fellow locals Alicia and Craig have 
set up Blades Barbershop.

Israel’s store, open seven days a week from 10am until 5pm, 
sells coveted labels such as Supreme and Jordan, Higher, Player 
Exclusive, Lowcool & Loyaltee.

Israel says it’s his first time owning a clothes shop having previously 
sold clothing while on the road as a musician. 

“With the lockdown I had to cancel all my shows as a musician, and 
need to do something else to make money so I set up the shop.

“I’ve been really busy, I’ve just had my best day of takings so far, it 
was so good I just had to do a big restock yesterday.”

Israel said Council had been great in providing support, advice and 
online promotion through Facebook.

The range of vintage gear is direct from LA and 60% of the new 
clothing range is by New Zealand designers and exclusive to Studio 
One. Open 7 days a week 10am – 5pm 

Alicia and Craig, who had benefited from Council promoting their 
business on its Upper Hutt’s City Centre Facebook page, said they 
had been delighted with their first few weeks of operation.

“We are thoroughly enjoying our own space and have been 
really overwhelmed by the support from clients and the 
Upper Hutt community. 

“The first few weeks were manic with people getting their first 
haircuts since before lockdown, but we are now well under control.”

The pair said their significant level of experience meant they could 
guarantee a high level of customer satisfaction.

Despite the challenging post-COVID-19 environment for business 
and jobseekers, Blades had done their bit to give something back to 
the community by employing another barber. 

Welcome to new businesses!

A word from 
Councillor Blair Gri� iths 

As a city and a country I think we should be proud of how we have made it through 
COVID-19 lockdown.

While in lockdown the world of Upper Hutt City Council still turned with some 
amazing e� orts from our Chief Executive, Elected O� icials, Directors, and o� icers. 

Plus at the end of it all we are standing tall. We met using the Zoom live streaming 
platform for the first time and kept the day to day business of Council running, 
holding two full Council meetings and a number of workshops using Zoom. 

We have now returned to meetings in our Council Chambers, setting in motion the 
next round of meeting and reporting to get us back on a level playing field.

Some of the key items we have got ticked o�  so far has included agreeing to 
earthquake strengthening work that includes getting the HAPAI building back up 
and running for the community to use.

Council has also considered submissions on the Annual Plan and Sustainability 
Strategy, both of which we formally adopted last night.

Work on the Expressions Whirinaki extension is also 
starting to look exciting with the advent of a structure. 
We all look forward to seeing the end result.

Lastly a� er a first in my lifetime pandemic event and 
lockdown we now need to recover. We are a resilient 
bunch of humans here in Upper Hutt, but 
in saying that we do need to remember to 
support local and be kind.

Many thanks 

Blair

Double tracking back underway
The Future Rail project is back underway as KiwiRail and Greater Wellington 
Regional Council resume work to upgrade the Hutt Valley Line. The upgrade will 
improve service reliability and resilience, and enable more people and freight to 
travel on the trains in the future.  

Double tracking between Trentham and Upper Hutt will enable trains to travel in 
both directions at once. Trentham station upgrades include a second platform 
with a new shelter, a new pedestrian underpass and renovations to the existing 
platform. Wallaceville station will have a second platform and two new shelters. 

The upgrade work will also require road layout, level crossing and pedestrian 
access changes to Trentham and Wallaceville stations to improve safety. 

For more information, go to the KiwiRail website: 
kiwirail.co.nz/what-we-do/projects/wellington/hutt-valley-line
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Community grants
Voluntary organisations and community groups are 
once again being encouraged to apply for funding 
from Council’s Community Grants fund. 

The fund provides financial support to our many 
community organisations that provide support, 
services, or benefits to the wellbeing of our Upper 
Hutt community.

To be considered for funding, applications must 
demonstrate that there is a strong need for their 
service, programme or event, and a wide community 
benefit. There must also be a demonstrated need for 
additional funding. 

Applications must also be able to show they have 
substantial volunteer involvement and be able to 
demonstrate limited ability to access other local 
sources of funding.

Applicants who qualify for other funding or a project 
which is eligible to receive direct funding from 
Central Government will not normally be considered.

The priorities for the funding scheme are:

•  Indirect programme costs or running costs for 
organisations involved in support work.

•  Projects which enhance existing community 
support programmes where additional resources 
are required.

•  Community driven initiatives for events 
or programmes which promote a sense of 
community or contribute to community 
wellbeing.

The fund is open for applications until 31 July 2020. 
For more information and to apply for a grant, please 
go to upperhuttcity.com/community-grants

Plastic Free July
Councils from across the region have joined forces 
to take a combined approach to reducing waste this 
Plastic Free July.

Plastic Free July is an annual campaign to reduce the 
amount of plastic waste we produce by encouraging 
people and business to use alternatives to plastic 
whenever possible.

A cornerstone of the partnership is www.sortwaste.nz 
where you can find tips, and tricks about reducing 
waste and be inspired by individuals and businesses 
from around the region no matter where they are along 
their waste reduction journey. 

This month there will be more content on the website 
specifically looking at reducing and avoiding single-
use plastic. The website is also hosting a competition 
giving away eight plastic-free prize packs. Go to 
www.sortwaste.nz/plasticfreejuly to enter.

Exhibitions at Expressions Whirinaki

Welcome back 
to the Library!

We are excited to be able to welcome 
everyone back to Upper Hutt Libraries.

Most of our adult programmes have 
restarted. For details, go to our website: 
upperhuttlibrary.co.nz/programmes/adult-
programmes 

There is also no longer any need for contact 
tracing when entering or leaving the library.

All the regular Library services, chromebooks, 
printing, and scanning are also back up 
and running. 

The Libraries’ full collections are now 
browsable again, while holds on books 
remain free.

Library sta�  are keen to hear from anyone 
interested in starting an adult programme.

Children’s programmes will also now be 
restarting shortly in Term 3.

Community 
sports bank

With community sport set to restart, now 
is the perfect time to dig into your bottom 
drawer and donate any excess sports 
equipment you might have to the 
Community Sports Bank.

The aim of the bank, which operates across 
the Wellington region, is to increase sporting 
participation by removing the barriers some 
youngsters face through a lack of equipment.

The bank temporarily closed in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but is now open 
again to accept donations in time for the 
winter sporting codes restarting in the 
coming weeks.

Anyone wanting to make a donation can do 
so at Ōrongomai Marae (1/9 Railway Ave), or 
at H2O Xtream (830 – 834 Fergusson Drive). 

If you or your sports club would like access to 
any donated sports equipment, you can do 
so at the Marae, or grab a card at H2O Xtream 
for details of who to contact.

Let Me Be Myself – The Life Story of Anne Frank 
shows the story of Anne Frank from her birth, 
to her death in the Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp. 

Featuring large scale images about the world 
around her, the persecution of the Jews and 
the Second World War, this exhibition connects 
Anne Frank’s life story with the present and the 
role of prejudice, exclusion and discrimination.

The exhibition runs until 23 August. 

The themes of harmony and memory in stories 
of Māori mythology are explored in Ngā Hau 
Ngākau (Breath of Mine), a collaborative 
exhibition between artists Robin Slow, Brian 
Flinto� , and Bob Bickerton.

Using painting, sculpture and sound, the 
exhibition focuses on the role of manu (birds) 
as messengers in Maori Mythology that 
connect the physical and the spiritual realms.

The exhibition runs until 6 September.

838 – 842 Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt 5140

 (04) 527 2169 |  upperhuttcity.com |   /upperhuttcitycouncil
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