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Over the last few years Upper 
Hutt has reflected what has been 
happening regionally, with strong 
population and economic growth. 
There has also been an increased 
appreciation in our impressive 
parks, reserves, walking, cycling, 
and river trails that are accessible 
to all and make this city a special 
place to live. 

We must continue to plan for 
the future and it’s important that 
your voice is heard and with the 
upcoming elections. This is your 
chance to vote for the mayor and 
councillors that best reflect how 
you want Upper Hutt to grow 
and prosper. The next council will 
have many challenges to consider 
within the city and across the 
region, and will require strong 
leadership and collaboration to 
address them. These challenges 
include planning for growth, 
improving our infrastructure and 
community resilience, addressing 
environmental issues such as 
water and waste management, 
improving public transport and 
upgrades to our inefficient state 
and provincial highway networks. 

These and many other issues 
will be considered in detail from 
next year when we start detailed 
planning of the Long Term Plan 

2021 – 2031. This document 
sets out how Upper Hutt City 
Council plans to deliver services 
and investment over the next 
ten years. Consequently, it is 
important that you have your say 
and cast your vote because your 
future along with that of your 
community will be impacted  
by the decisions the next  
Council makes. 

We will soon be breaking ground 
for the extension of Expressions 
Whirinaki Arts and Entertainment 
Centre. Following this extension 
we will be embarking on a 
significant upgrade to H2O Xtream 
aquatic centre to ensure that it 
continues to meet our growing 
population’s needs.

Finally, I would like to take this 
opportunity to acknowledge the 
current elected members and 
their service to our community. 
Our form of local democracy 
here in New Zealand relies on 
members of our community being 
prepared to put their hand up 
and represent their community, 
make decisions on behalf of that 
community, and be accountable 
for those decisions once every 
three years. Thank you for your 
service and I look forward to 
working with the new Council to 
continue to serve the needs of  
our community.

Ngā mihi nui.

Peter Kelly | chief executive
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Are you passionate about  
the Arts? 

Do you want to be part of a 
group that makes decisions 
as to what art projects we 
allocate funding to in  
Upper Hutt?

We are after local people to 
join our Creative Communities 
Upper Hutt committee. The 
committee is responsible 
for assessing applications 
for all kinds of art projects 
to take place in Upper Hutt 
and for Upper Hutt residents. 
If you are passionate about 
the arts and keen to support 
and advocate for exciting 
and innovative projects we 
encourage you to apply.

The Committee meet twice a 
year and the annual workload 
is approximately 12 hours. The 
term of office is 3 years from 
the date of appointment. Full 
training will be given.

If you would like to apply to be 
a member of this committee, 
please send a cover letter and 
CV outlining your experience 
in the arts to the Community 
Development Advisor.

Upper Hutt City Council  
Private Bag 907  
Upper Hutt 5140 

Email: funding@uhcc.govt.nz

Applications close 5.00 pm 
Friday, 8 November 2019.



Vibhuti Chopra joined Council at 
the beginning of June as Director 
of Business Services and Customer 
Engagement. Vibhuti comes from 
Waitomo District Council where she 
served as the General Manager— 
Corporate Services. Vibhuti has a 
post graduate degree in Business 
Management from India, she has 
also done post graduate studies at 
Victoria University in Strategy. Vibhuti 
is passionate about the economic 
well being and development of 
communities. She is also keenly 
interested in robust communications, 
and impeccable customer service. 

Vibhuti made significant contribution in 
her role at Waitomo in terms of setting 
the long term strategic direction for the 
community and developing a financial 
strategy that enabled $50 million worth 
of investment in community assets 
over the last 6 years.

Pre Election Report
The Pre-election Report is a document Council produces in 
election year to inform the community on Council’s financial, 
operational, and project performance. The report provides 
potential candidates and voters with a seven-year snapshot of 
what Council has achieved and what’s coming up. This will help 
the community to assess the ‘state of play’ at Council so they 
can make an informed decision about standing in the election 

Welcome Vibhuti
Vibhuti is enjoying her new role at Upper Hutt 
City Council, overseeing the strategic policy, 
sustainability, marketing and promotions, 
communications, engagement and insight, and 
customer services portfolios. She sees great 
opportunity in building on Council’s current 
relationships with the business sector to 
enhance economic well-being and improving 
the way we engage with and inform the 
community.

Originally from India, Vibhuti moved to New 
Zealand with her husband in 2003. They took 
time out to tour the South Island, driving down 
the east coast and back up the west coast. This 
built some great first memories of New Zealand 
as they were exposed to the varied cultures and 
communities that colour our nation. 

Vibhuti loves the outdoors. She completed a 
Himalayan trek that went from an altitude of 
1,900 m at base to 3,900 meters (higher than 
Mount Cook) in 7 hours. She is looking forward 
to spending time in getting to know Upper 
Hutt’s many trails with her family.

and voters can consider their satisfaction with the 
future state and who should represent them over the 
next three years. 

It is available at Upper Hutt City Council reception or 
online at www.upperhuttcity.com/2019-Elections

Make sure you have your say on who you 
want to represent you for the coming 
three  years. 

Voting closes at 12.00 pm (noon) 
on Saturday 12 October.

12 – 17 OCTOBER

Declaration of results

12 OCTOBER

Election day (closes midday) 

Preliminary results available

30 OCTOBER

Elected members sworn in

20 SEPTEMBER

Voting period opens  
(including special voting)

20 – 25 SEPTEMBER

Voting documents delivered

For more information  on how to enrol and vote, go to www.elections.org.nz or call  the 24-hour freephone 
0800 36 76 56

Local Elections 2019

Are you enrolled to vote?  
Do you need to update your details?
You can check, enrol, or update your details at: vote.nz 
The web page will guide you through the steps to check 
if you’re on the roll, enrol if you’re not, and update your 
details if they are out of date. 



Stash expands
Stash began in a small shed in Kaitoke 22 
years ago, building custom wardrobes and 
storage. In July, the business made its third 
move into a purpose-built 700 m2 factory on 
Dante Road. You can’t miss the large bold 
Stash logo on the side of the building.

The new premises, double the size of their 
previous factory in Jupiter Grove, provides 
room for new machinery, a larger and more 
specialised showroom, and dedicated staff 
facilities for the now 18 staff. The team 
includes 6 designers, all working to create 
customised wardrobe and storage solutions 
to help keep our busy lives organised.

Owners, Simon and Elizabeth Morrison are 
great believers in using local contractors and 
tradespeople where possible. Local plumbers, 
drain layers, plasterers, and painters have all 
helped bring their new build to fruition.

Stash applied for an Economic Development 
Stimulus grant from Council to assist with the 
build. Simon and Liz are delighted that the 

New Zealand ShakeOut, our national 
earthquake drill and tsunami hīkoi, is taking 
place on Thursday 17 October, 2019 at 
1.30pm.  

ShakeOut is held across the world to 
remind people of the right action to take 
during an earthquake—Drop, Cover, and 
Hold—and to practise a tsunami hīkoi 
(evacuation) if in a coastal area.

Sign up at shakeout.govt.nz

Sign up your school, organisation or 
household. It takes just a couple of minutes, 
and you’ll be sent all the information you 
need to do the drill.

They will also give you tips on preparing 
for earthquakes and other emergencies, 
making emergency plans, and what to do 
when the shaking stops.

Share the ShakeOut

The shakeout.govt.nz website has lots of 
resources you can use to encourage others 
to sign up. Download posters, factsheets, 
digital and social resources, resources for 
kids and more.

Do the ShakeOut

Wherever you are at 1.30 pm on Thursday 
17 October 2019, you can take part in the 
drill. Just Drop, Cover, and Hold and, if you 
happen to be in a coastal area, practise 
your tsunami hīkoi. 

Business  
movements
New

 Barbershop 180 (Main St)

 Aspen Willow Children’s Toys & 
Apparel (Main st)

 Main St Espresso (Main St)

 Tailwind Design + Marketing 
(Lion Ct)

Moved or expanded

 Farmers

 Vibe Health

 Ray White

 Stash

Double tracking project begins with youth engagement
KiwiRail is using digital technology to help children engage with and understand rail safety, in preparation 
for the construction of a new rail line between Trentham and Upper Hutt.

Double tracking the 2.7 kilometres of railway line between Trentham and Upper Hutt is about to begin. 
“We wanted children to understand how double-tracking increases train frequency, so they stay alert.” 
says KiwiRail’s Project Programme Manager, Andy Lyon.

Upper Hutt City Council has been in support of double tracking between Trentham and Upper Hutt 
stations for many years. Our Long Term Plan 2012 – 2022 introduced a commuter cycle route along the rail 
corridor—an initiative that has been dependant on the completion of the double tracking project.

Along with upgrades at both Trentham and Wallaceville stations, Upper Hutt City Centre will ultimately 
benefit from these two projects providing a more direct and safe cycle route as well as an increased public 
transport service.

KiwiRail staff ran digital sessions with Trentham School students in August. Students experienced the 
upgraded pedestrian level crossings using virtual reality glasses. 

Track construction is expected to begin in October and will take approxiamtely18 months to complete. 

policy includes assistance for local business 
expansion as well as being a great incentive 
to attract new businesses to Upper Hutt.

Further information on the Economic 
Development Stimulus policy, the criteria and 
how to apply, can be found in the business 
pages of our website. 

If you would like to know more about Stash, 
look at their website www.stash.net.nz or 
visit their new showroom on Dante Road.



 
Downton Abbey
Seniors Screening
Thursday 12 Sep
10.00 am
Monterey Cinemas  
$15 
(04) 528 5590 to book

GOLD
4 Wheel Drive Tour
Saturday 14 Sep
Awakairangi car park 
$10 koha
Email Activation

Beginners Tai Chi
Friday 20 Sep
10.30 am
Hapai Club

For info email
raypoy9@gmail.com

Forest and Bird 
Planting Sessions
September Tuesdays
9.00 am
Park Street Depot
Email: upperhutt.branch
@forestandbird.co.nz

Pedal Ready 
Cycle Confidence
Thursday 26 Sep
9.30 am–12.00 pm 
Harcourt Park carpark 
Register at 
www.pedalready.org.nz

Trivia Master Quiz
Friday 27 Sep
10.00 am
Upper Hutt Central 
Library
See Louisa at the 
Library to register.

Social Indoor
‘Have a Go’ Sessions
Every Tuesday
10.00 am–12.00 pm
Expressions Whirinaki
Koha
Email Activation

  Senior 

Regional 

Games lead up 

events
For more information visit 

upperhuttcity.com/SRG 

or contact the Activation team at 

activation@uhcc.govt.nz or 

on (04) 527 2857

Plan Change 50
The Policy Planning team is embarking 
on a significant review of the residential 
and rural chapters of our District 
Plan, which controls land use and 
development throughout most of the 
city. We’re calling this review ‘Plan 
Change 50’ and it will include changing 
policies and rules to enable the right 
types of housing growth in the right 
places. We’ll be directed by our Land 
Use Strategy along with National Policy. 

We need local knowledge and ideas to 
help refine the direction of Plan Change 
50, and enable growth that provides 
for our community’s wellbeing and our 
environment. 

Find out more or get involved: 
www.upperhuttcity.com/PC50

New horizon for 
Expressions Whirinaki
Last month the Expressions Whirinaki Trust 
was granted up to $1.3 million, from the 
Regional Culture and Heritage Fund. The grant 
greatly contributes towards the extension of 
Expressions Whirinaki Arts and Entertainment 
Centre which will see the addition of a 
heritage gallery, a new educational room for 
teaching school children, and a commercial 
kitchen for large events. 

Open for business

In the meantime we are staying open during 
construction throughout 2020 with some 
diverse exhibitions. One of our favourites is 
Cloud Pink. Have you ever imagined what 
it would be like if you could touch the sky? 
Cloud Pink, an interactive installation by 
Seoul-based Everyware, lets you do just that. 
This immersive piece opens 1 February 2020 
and invites visitors to poke and prod the sky 
from below, thereby causing a visual reaction 
in the projected simulation of floating  
pink clouds. 

Upper Hutt stories

Once complete, the new heritage gallery will 
bring with it the opportunity to tell our local 
stories, starting with our opening exhibition 
Te Ara. You will hear the significant stories 
behind the Streets of Upper Hutt that our 
city was built on. By navigating the street 
names we will hear of the arrival of the first 
European families in the Valley and how life 
subsequently changed forever. From the 
last living Māori to see Captain Cook to the 
first European settlers to build a homestead, 
we’ll take visitors on a journey unfolding the 
fascinating insights into Upper Hutt, as seen 
in the Stories of our Streets.

Expressions Whirinaki  
Arts and Entertainment Centre 

836 Fergusson Drive

W upperhuttcity.com
F fb.com/upperhuttcitycouncil

T (04) 527 2169
E askus@uhcc.govt.nz

Upper Hutt City Council
838 – 842 Fergusson Drive
Private Bag 907
Upper Hutt 5140

A Storybook  
Santa Parade
Open those Christmas books, and start planning 
your float for the 2019 Upper Hutt Santa Parade. 
The theme of this year’s parade is a ‘Storybook 
Christmas.’

The Upper Hutt Santa Parade will make its way 
down Main Street on Sunday 1 December from 
3.00 pm.

An invitation is extended to all business and 
community groups operating in Upper Hutt to 
join this community event and enter a ‘Storybook 
Christmas’ themed float in the 2019 Santa Parade. 
Think of those books that remind you of Christmas, 
or that have a distinct Christmas theme.

There is a $1,000 prize for the float that best 
reflects the theme of a ‘Storybook Christmas’ and 
a $250 prize for the People’s Choice Award.

Get creative and start planning your best Storybook 
Christmas float idea and put it to your school, club 
or your boss to make it happen.

Go to upperhuttcity.com/santa-parade for more 
information and to register your float.


