
The festive season is almost among us. Here  

are just a few Upper Hutt events for you and  

your family to experience over the summer.

Welcome to the December edition of the new-look Valley News. It’s a privilege to continue 
serving as Mayor of this wonderful city that we call home, and I would like to thank you all 
for your continued support.

I’m looking forward to the first mayoral forum which will help us to re-establish our regional 
relationships after the 2019 elections. We want to forge a way ahead together making sure 
that we continue to develop a regional approach that benefits all our communities. It is also 
imperative that we create a unified single voice, representing the region at large, in order to 
partner with central government in a cohesive and strategic way.

Our city is growing and with that, a housing shortage is on the horizon. This presents a 
challenge for us in terms of city planning, however the influx of people will in turn grow 
both our economy and community resilience. As we review the district plan, the decisions 
that we make now will not only affect our city but they will contribute to a wider regional 
approach over the next 30 years. I am confident that the new Council will lead us in the 
right direction, meeting our responsibilities under the Resource Management Act, clearly 
identifying where future development can take place, and setting a platform for developers 
to provide more than adequate housing supply. We have already begun this process with 
the formation of our PC50 focus groups. They are now in the process of identifying where 
our best opportunities lie whilst maintaining the environmental amenity that we  
value so highly.

As you will no doubt be aware, we have had to close the HAPAI building  
due to it now being deemed earthquake prone. The closure comes on  
the back of a detailed seismic report which followed several preliminary 
assessments identifying that a full investigation was required. We’ll now 
be considering a number of options around what action to take for this 
building going forward. Options for the Civic Centre are also being 
evaluated. Council will have to make some bold decisions in the 
coming months as we determine a way forward for our  
operational headquarters.

With summer upon us, we all need to be mindful of our water 
consumption. Remember that the water that comes out of 
our taps is a commodity which costs money to acquire, 
treat, store, and distribute. A dry summer will mean 
that we’ll need to be extra careful.

As the weather heats up and holidays approach, 
please also remember to take care of yourselves 
and your loved ones by being sun-smart and extra 
courteous on our roads.
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New look Council 

The 2019 local body elections saw a change of three councillors 
for Upper Hutt. The Triennial meeting to swear in the new 
Council included a welcome from representatives of Ōrongomai 
Marae, Te Rūnanga o Toa Rangatira, Te Atiawa, and the Port 
Nicholson Block Settlement Trust. Council’s Māori Cultural 
Group also performed waiata at the event in support of  
the speakers.

Chief Executive Peter Kelly swore in Wayne Guppy for his 7th 
term as Mayor and 8th term on Council. As part of the meeting, 
Mayor Guppy also appointed Councillor Hellen Swales as 
Deputy Mayor.  

Mayor Guppy’s reflection of the process is that he is as excited 
to be re-elected as the first time back in 2001.

The new faces at Council are Dylan Bentley and Tracy Ultra, 
and Heather Newell returns after 9 years absence. With a long 
history in Upper Hutt, they each bring with them a knowledge 
of their local communities and a passion to see Upper Hutt 
succeed on both a local and regional level.

Pictured above is Wayne Guppy (centre) with 2019 elected 
councillors (left to right): Blair Griffiths; Paul Lambert; Dave 
Wheeler; Angela McLeod; Tracey Ultra; Heather Newell; Hellen 
Swales (Deputy Mayor); Chris Carson; Dylan Bentley;  
and Steve Taylor.

Council’s final meeting for the year will be on  
Wednesday 18 December. 

A word from 
Councillor Dylan Bentley 

Kia ora koutou,

After a vigorous election period, we now enter a new 
Triennium with an updated Council—including the addition of 
two first term councillors, Tracey Ultra and myself, and the 
return of Heather Newell. 

Thank you to everyone who got involved during the elections, 
I look forward to serving our community to the best of 
my ability. I’d also like to thank departing Councillors John 
Gwilliam and Glenn McArthur for their service to our city. 

We’re currently in an exciting time for Upper Hutt, with 
numerous developments underway throughout the city. The 
subdivision of Wallaceville Estate is in Phase B of the project, 
with different styles and higher densities of housing being 
built. Although there is still more development needing to be 
done, this creates an opportunity for investigation into new 
ideas and different approaches to housing.

Brewtown is booming, and with the new addition of the 
Wildkiwi Distillery, the area is proving to be a great asset for 
Upper Hutt. The complex was recently home to the greatly 
successful Oktoberfest, which provided a great day in the sun 
for everyone. The local craft beer was delicious and the live 
music was fantastic.

As we now enter the festive season, I hope everyone has a 
safe and enjoyable summer. 

I wish you all Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 



Why we should shop local
“Put a smile on the face of a small business owner.” Though cliché, 
this saying has a lot of merit. By shopping local, we are investing in our 
community and enabling Upper Hutt businesses to grow. This growth 
provides employment for our residents, and jobs for our kids. Shopping local 
saves both time and fuel, you can even catch the train to the city centre or 
take advantage of the free parking. After all, we do have a unique collection 
of local retailers. 

THANK YOU Upper Hutt, for supporting local businesses.  
Have a very merry, local Christmas!

Water conservation
With warmer, drier weather on the way, we need to be mindful of our water 
use to ensure there is enough to go around. In particular, toxic algae is 
caused by a combination of nitrogen run off, warm temperatures, and low 
river flow. Consider these tips to cut down your water use:

• Mulch your garden to retain moisture

• Remove weeds – weeds compete with plants for moisture

• Use a trigger nozzle on your hose

• Take shorter showers, and turn off the tap when brushing your teeth

• Buy water efficient appliances

Don’t forget Upper Hutt has year-round water restrictions. You may use 
a sprinkler or soaker hose between 6 am – 8 am and 7 pm – 9 pm on 
allocated watering days; odd-dates for odd numbered houses, even-dates 
for even numbered houses.

If we all do our part, there will be enough water for everyone. 

Expressions Whirinaki
If you are looking for something fun to occupy your family over the 
Christmas break, head down to Expression Whirinaki. From 23 December – 
26 January, Expressions will be running the Art Station—free art activities 
for all the Whanau. From Christmas crafts, to having a go at paper quilling 
and 3-D card making, there will be a variety of fun and easy art projects on 
offer. All materials are provided by Expressions Whirinaki and the activity for 
each week will be available all day, subject to popularity!  
The Art Station will be in the Mitre 10 Gallery, which is easily accessible 
down the path next to Expressions Whirinaki, as the Main foyer will be 
closed during this time. The gallery will also be the temporary home of  
the Upper Hutt i-SITE, whilst the foyer is being prepared for the brand  
new extension.

Annual Report now available
Upper Hutt City Council’s 2018 – 2019 Annual Report is now available.  
It can be downloaded or viewed on our website. A limited number of  
hard copies are also available.  
The report tracks our overall performance against Year 1 of the Long Term 
Plan 2018 – 2028. You’ll see what’s been done to improve the community, 
how we’ve tracked, and where your rates money goes.  
Read it online at www.upperhuttcity.com/annual-report

Refilled and reconditioned
Two Main Street businesses have expanded, each with a focus  
on sustainability.

EKKO Naturals, located in City Arcade on Main Street, has expanded to 
include a refillery. Customers can bring their containers from home and fill 
up from EKKO Naturals’ bulk bins, eliminating the need for other packaging 
which often ends up in the landfill. The store is stunning, with a selection 
of organic fruit and vegetables, along with dry goods, liquids, and cleaning 
products. Have a chat with Tanya (owner) or Jacinda in store, or use the 
blackboard to request new products.

100% Newbolds have expanded their Reconditioned and Clearance Centre 
on Main Street. They repair used, dinged and damaged appliances, giving 
them a new lease of life. Anything that is beyond repair is stripped down 
and recycled.

Our local businesses are taking a strong lead when it comes to sustainability. 
Keen to meet up with other like-minded business owners and share ideas? 
Email millie.porter@uhcc.govt.nz

Whaitua 
The Whaitua Te Whanganui-a-Tara Committee is committed to improving 
the health of the streams, rivers, estuaries and harbour in the Hutt Valley 
and Wellington region. Local community members, mana whenua, and 
councillors, including Mayor Wayne Guppy, are discussing the issues now, 
and will provide the regional council with recommendations in  
early 2021. 

We want to hear your ideas! To connect with us and learn more about our 
work and how you can get involved, please use one of our channels below. 

gw.govt.nz/whaitua-te-whanganui-a-tara | haveyousay.gw.govt.nz
facebook.com/whaitua | whaitua@gw.govt.nz



Upper Hutt City Libraries’ extremely popular 
summer reading challenge has been rebranded 
to Summer Reading and is now open to all 
ages! Entering is simple, grab a postcard 
(adults, children, and under-5s cards/activities 
are available) from the special post box in one 
of our branches. Complete and mark 8 out of 9 
reading activities on the back, and post it back 
into the box to be in to win great prizes. You 
can fill out as many postcards as you like, so 
grab a few cards and get reading!

For more details and information on 
our summer holiday programme, go to 
upperhuttlibrary.co.nz/summerreading

Council

24 Dec 8.00 am – 12.00 pm

25 Dec – 2 Jan Closed

Libraries

Central Library

24 Dec 9.30 am – 5.00 pm

25 Dec  – 26 Dec Closed

27 Dec 9.30 am – 5.00 pm

28 Dec – 29 Dec 10.00 am – 4.00 pm

30 Dec – 31 Dec 9.30 am – 5.00 pm

1 Jan – 2 Jan Closed

Pinehaven Library

25 Dec – 5 Jan Closed

Mobile Library

16 Dec – 16 Feb Closed

H₂O Xtream

24 Dec 5.30 am – 7.00 pm

25 Dec Closed

26 Dec – 5 Jan 8.00 am – 7.00 pm

Expressions

24 Dec 9.00 am – 4.00 pm

25 Dec – 26 Dec Closed

27 Dec – 31 Dec 9.00 am – 4.00 pm

1 Jan – 2 Jan Closed

Matiu Jennings joined Council in August as Kaitakawaenga Kaupapa 
Māori (Māori Liaison Advisor). Matiu is enjoying the challenge that 
his role brings to him in growing Council partnerships with iwi, 
growing the capacity of Council in engaging in the Māori space, 
and everything else in between. Originally from Christchurch,  
Matiu has spent the last thirteen years teaching te reo  
Māori in Christchurch, Waikato, and finally, in Wellington— 
joining us after four years of teaching at Wellington  
Girls College. 

“It has been a big shift for me, moving from 
education to local government, but my focus is  
the same—advancing opportunities for Māori.”

“Needless to say, it’s a really big space for me 
to work in and it allows me to cover most of 
Council’s core business, so I am learning lots 
about the mechanisms that make Council 
so integral to our community whilst also, 
hopefully, effecting some positive change.”

Following the earthquakes in Christchurch, 
Matiu and his wife Lisa made the move to 
Wellington. As a tribal member of Te Atiawa, 
Ngāti Tama, and Ngāti Rārua, moving to 
Wellington gave Matiu an opportunity to 
connect to his whakapapa. Coupled with 
whanau living in the region, Matiu feels a  
real sense of coming home.

Summer Reading

Welcome Matiu Jennings

H₂O Xtream  
Holiday Programme

Need a break from the kids this summer?
Let us take care of their holiday entertainment.

The H₂O Xtream Holiday Programme is open now 
for bookings. Kicking off at 8.30 am – 4.30 pm on 
weekdays from 6 January to 31 January 2020.

We have fun-filled days organised, including trips 
away and awesome activities on-site at Upper 
Hutt Uniting Parish. 

For more information drop into H₂O Xtream to 
speak to our Customer Service staff or go to 
h2oxtream.com/programmes/school-holiday-
programme/

PC50 
Plan Change 50 is Council’s review of the residential and rural chapters of the District Plan, which guides 
where and how the city grows. Growth is set to continue in Upper Hutt and without change to existing 
policies that provide for and manage housing development, the city could be faced with a shortfall of up 
to 2,100 homes by 2047.

The review is well underway and two community focus groups have been set up to help. Members will 
help identify key issues with the District Plan and opportunities to enable appropriate  
growth that meets anticipated housing demand. 

Plan Change 50 will be guided by the Upper 
Hutt Land Use Strategy which identifies  
future growth areas, and National Policy 
focused on improving the liveability of  
urban areas. 

We’re working toward developing an  
‘issues and opportunities’ report that  
we’ll engage the wider community  
on in early 2020. Keep your eyes  
peeled to have your say! 

Find out more or get involved: 
www.upperhuttcity.com/PC50

Christmas Season 
Hours


