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This large area of indigenous vegetation is located on the eastern slopes of the Akatarawa Valley, bordering the
Akatarawa Forest site (UH009) to the north, and Akatarawa-Tararua Forest SNA (UH022) to the east. Indigenous
vegetation types include kāmahi scrub and forest with rewarewa and wilding pines. Riparian vegetation protects a
section of Frances Stream, which is identified in the Proposed Natural Resources Plan as providing important trout
spawning habitat. As this is a tributary of the Akatarawa River, it is also likely to provide important habitat for stream
macroinvertebrates and indigenous fish, including a number of At Risk species. Bush falcon (Falco novaeseelandiae
ferox; At Risk-Recovering) and the regionally uncommon bellbird have been recorded nearby and may use habitat
within this SNA.
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This area of forest is administered by the Department of Conservation and forms a continous tract with mature
forest in the Hutt Water Collection Area (UH030), Akatarawa Forest (UH009) and the Eastern Akatarawa Road Forest
(UH021). Vegetation within this area is likely to comprise relatively unmodified podocarp/kāmahi forest and beech
forest. The site contains tributaries of the Akatarawa River, which is identified in the Proposed Natural Resources
Plan as providing important habitat for stream macroinvertebrates and indigenous fish.
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The Akatarawa River has been identified in the Proposed Natural Resources plan as providing important habitat for
macroinvertebrates and indigenous fish, including the Threatened-Nationally Vulnerable lamprey, the At Risk-
Declining bluegill bully, dwarf galaxias, kōaro, longfin eel, and redfin bully, and the Not Threatened banded kōkopu,
Cran’s bully, and shortfin eel.  It has also been identified as an important river for trout fishing and spawning. Bush
falcon (Falco novaeseelandiae ferox; At Risk-Recovering) have been recorded at the site and it is also likely to
provide habitat for other indigenous birds and is a major watercourse from the Akatarawa forest and surrounding
areas feeding into the Hutt River.
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This moderately large area near Cloustonville is likely to comprise beech forest,  podocarp-kāmahi forest, mānuka
(Leptospermum scoparium; At Risk-Declining) forest and scrub, and broadleaved forest and scrub.  The site includes
a number of small tributaries of Frances Stream, a waterway which is identified in the Proposed Natural Resources
Plan as providing important trout spawning habitat and is likely to have freshwater fish values.
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This large site is located east of Akatarawa Road and acts as a buffer for Kaitoke Regional Park. Vegetation types
include beech forest, kāmahi forest, mānuka (Leptospermum scoparium; At Risk-Declining) forest and scrub, tree
fern fernland and broadleaved forest and scrub. This site may retain small areas of gorse.  These vegetation types
are likely to provide habitat for birds, including the bush falcon (Falco novaeseelandiae ferox; At Risk-Recovering)
and long-tailed cuckoo (At Risk-Naturally Uncommon) which have been recorded nearby. This site provides riparian
protection to a number of other tributaries of the Akatarawa River, which are likely to provide habitat for freshwater
species.
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This site extends from the south-western boundary of Kaitoke Forest Park to the margins of the Hutt River. The
vegetation comprises regenerating indigenous forest and scrub and includes an altitudinal gradient of 130 to 470
m above sea level. Habitats present include beech forest, beech-kāmahi-podocarp forest, kāmahi-broadleaved
forest, mānuka (Leptospermum scoparium; At Risk-Declining)-dominated forest, scrub and shrubland, and
broadleaved forest comprised of māhoe, five-finger, rewarewa, kotukutuku, tawa, treefern, and kanono. Podocarp
species of local interest include tōtara (Podocarpus totara), kahikatea (Dacrycarpus dacrydioides) and rimu
(Dacrydium cupressinum). Pest plant species present include wilding pine and cherry. The site buffers Kaitoke
Forest and provides a linkage for mobile species between Akatarawa Forest and Kaitoke Forest Park. Streams are in
good condition and provide habitat for freshwater fish species, including longfin eel (Anguilla dieffenbachii; At Risk-
Declining). Bird species such as bush falcon (Falco novaeseelandiae ferox; At Risk-Recovering) and the regionally
uncommon bellbird (Anthornis melanura melanura) are known to occur at this site.
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This site comprises māhoe scrub with other broadleaved species on a bank above the Akatarawa River, a
watercourse which has been identified in the Proposed Natural Resources Plan as providing important habitat for
macroinvertebrates and indigenous fish. The site includes indigenous vegetation on land environments with less
than 10% indigenous vegetation cover remaining. Indigenous vegetation is present on slopes with high steepness
(21-30°), and therefore provide erosion protection and may protect an old river terrace. Some non-indigenous plant
species are present. Whitehead (Mohoua albicilla; At Risk-Declining) have been recorded at the site. Bush falcon
(Falco novaeseelandiae ferox; At Risk-Recovering) has been recorded nearby and may use habitat within the SNA.
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The vegetation in this site comprises red beech forest, red beech-kāmahi-treefern forest, and mānuka
(Leptospermum scoparium; At Risk-Declining)-five finger-māhoe forest and scrub, with smaller areas of riparian gully
forest.  Indigenous vegetation is present on land environments with less than 10% indigenous vegetation cover
remaining and on land environments with between 10-20% indigenous vegetation cover remaining. Longfin eel
(Anguilla dieffenbachii; At Risk-Declining) has been recorded in Gillespies Stream. Bush Falcon (Falco
novaeseelandiae ferox; At Risk-Recovering) and whitehead (At Risk-Declining) have been recorded nearby and may
use habitat within this SNA.
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This SNA comprises a large area of rising hill country, steeply incised by the Te Awa Kairangi / Hutt River and several
small tributaries, which are scheduled as Outstanding Waterbodies in the GWRC Natural Resources Plan. Vegetation
within this site includes podocarp/broadleaved species/beech forest and a significant remnant of lowland river
terrace forest. Other flora includes the ‘Threatened-Nationally Critical’ swamp maire; the ‘Threatened-Nationally
Vulnerable’ greenhood orchid, Kirk’s daisy, and northern rātā; the ‘At Risk-Declining’ red mistletoe, and scarlet
mistletoe; the ‘At Risk-Naturally Uncommon’ Caladenia minor, Caladenia variegata, Calochilus paludosus,
Corunastylis nuda, and Pterostylis foliata, and the regionally uncommon gully tree fern and raukawa. Species of
local interest include mataī, kahikatea, rimu, miro, tōtara and black maire. Bird species include the ‘Threatened-
Nationally Critical’ grey duck, the ‘At Risk-Naturally Uncommon ‘long-tailed cuckoo, and little black shag, the ‘At Risk-
Recovering’ bush falcon and North Island kākā, the ‘At Risk-Declining’ rifleman and whitehead, and the regionally
uncommon North Island robin, bellbird, and tomtit. Reptile species include Ngāhere gecko (At Risk-Declining). ‘At
Risk-Declining’ freshwater fauna includes longfin eel, kōaro, dwarf galaxias, bluegill bully, and redfin bully.
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This mountainous, rugged site is one of the largest areas of original forest in the Wellington Region, containing
multiple streams and wetlands, including the Maymorn Wetlands (Outstanding Waterbodies; GWRC Natural
Resources Plan) and the Maymorn Ridge domed bog (endangered ecosystem type). Vegetation and habitat types
include hīnau-kāmahi forest, tree fuchsia forest, red beech forest, red beech-silver beech forest, sub-alpine
communities, snow grass areas and fellfields. Plant species include the Threatened-Nationally Vulnerable northern
rātā, southern rātā, and greenhood orchid (Pterostylis tasmanica), the At Risk-Declining Kirk’s daisy, scarlet
mistletoe and red mistletoe, and the regionally uncommon gully tree fern, leafless mistletoe, tawhirikaro, raukawa,
green mistletoe and Pimelea gnidia. Bird species recorded include the At Risk-Naturally Uncommon long-tailed
cuckoo; the At Risk-Recovering bush falcon and kākā; the At Risk-Declining rifleman and whitehead; the At Risk-
Relict red-crowned parakeet; and the regionally uncommon tomtit and bellbird. Reptile species include the At Risk-
Declining Mokopirirakau “southern North Island” gecko. Freshwater fish species include the At Risk-Declining
longfin eel, kōaro, and redfin bully. Invertebrate species include Mecodema quoinense (Threatened-Nationally
Critical) and Hemiandrus lanceolatus (Data Deficient).
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This site contains steep to very steep, dissected hill country, with largely unmodified vegetation in the Pākuratahi
headwaters and a mosaic of original and regenerating podocarp remnants and scrub in the north. There are four
forest ecosystem types: hard beech, red beech/podocarp, red/silver beech and black beech. It is significant that
four beech species are found together at this one site. This site contains the only remaining example of podocarp-
tawa forest on alluvial terrace in the Wellington Region, as well as a significant area of swamp maire (Threatened-
Nationally Critical) forest. Over 30 species of orchid have been recorded. The site also includes Ladle Bend wetland
and a 120-hectare area of sub-alpine tussockland, including the only area of snow tussock on the Remutaka Range.
Other vegetation types include mānuka forest and scrub, rewarewa/māhoe-kāmahi forest and broadleaved species-
gorse scrub. Avifauna species include the ‘At Risk-Declining’ New Zealand pipit, North Island rifleman, and
whitehead, the ‘At Risk-Recovering’ bush falcon, the ‘At Risk-Naturally Uncommon’ long-tailed cuckoo, and regionally
uncommon tomtit and bellbird. Barking gecko (At Risk-Declining) has been recorded at the site. ‘At Risk-Declining’
freshwater fish species include the longfineel, dwarf galaxid, kōaro and redfin bully.
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This site comprises four areas of remnant podocarps and gully vegetation to the east of Marchant Road. Indigenous
vegetation is pesent on land environments with 10-20% vegetation cover remaining. Includes riparian vegetation
and a number of small tributaries of Farm Creek, which is listed in the Proposed Natural Resources Plan as
important for trout fisheries.
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This area of forest and scrub is largely managed as part of the larger Tararua Forest park, but is seperated from it by
Pakuratahi Forest. This SNA is mostly comprised of tall mānuka (Leptospermum scoparium; At Risk-Declining) scrub
and forest, with regenerating tōtara (Podocarpus totara; of local interest), red māpou and pāte. This site contains
wilding pine and eucalyptus. The gully at the south-eastern end of the SNA contains beech forest and pāte scrub,
with rimu (Dacrydium cupressinum; of local interest) and kahikatea (Dacrycarpus dacrydioides; of local interest)
near the stream. Indigenous vegetation is present on land environments with less than 10% vegetation cover
remaining.
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Vegetation in this SNA is likely to comprise māhoe scrub which buffers Farm Creek, a tributary of the Pākuratahi
River. There is a high cover of gorse and likely other exotic species. Whitehead (Mohoua albicilla; At Risk-Declining),
bellbird (Anthornis melanura melanura; regionally uncommon), and bush falcon (Falco novaeseelandiae ferox; At
Risk-Recovering) have been recorded nearby, and may utilise the SNA.
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This site comprises riparian vegetation on either side of Kaitoke stream. The vegetation is dominated by willows,
blackberry, gorse, broom, and rank grass, but also contains isolated kahikatea (Dacrycarpus dacrydioides; of local
interest) and rimu (Dacrydium cupressinum; of local interest) and an area of indigenous scrub comprised of māhoe,
five-finger, mānuka (Leptospermum scoparium; At Risk-Declining) and treeferns on an area of high slope steepness
(21-30°) above the Pākuratahi River. This site supports regionally uncommon bellbird (Anthornis melanura) and
Cran's bully (Not Threatened).
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Remutaka Highway Scrub comprises areas of regenerating indigenous forest on each side of SH2, and adjoining
Pakuratahi Forest. The vegetation comprises mānuka (Leptospermum scoparium; At Risk-Declining) forest and
scrub with red māpou, māhoe, kāmahi, treeferns, pigeonwood, and beech. Gorse may be present at low densities in
some areas. The site includes some indigenous vegetation on land environments with less than 10% vegetation
cover remaining. The vegetation protects the headwaters and a small section of the Rimutaka Stream and a
tributary of the Pakuratahi River, which provides habitat for dwarf galaxias (Galaxias divergens; At Risk-Declining).
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This remnant area of valley floor forest mostly contains kahikatea (Dacrycarpus dacrydioides; of local interest), but
also includes tōtara (Podocarpus totara; of local interest). Indigenous vegetation is present on land environments
with less than 10%, and 10-20% indigenous vegetation cover remaining. Lowland forests have been largely cleared
in Upper Hutt District, therefore any remnants that remain are important. The site may be grazed, as the
understorey vegetation is in poor condition.
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This SNA comprises riparian vegetation on both sides of the Pākuratahi River. More than 50% of the plant species
present are exotic, including willow, gorse, Himalayan honeysuckle, blackberry, tree lucerne, broom, poplar, and
cherry. The site includes an area near Gilbert Road with māhoe-mānuka (Leptospermum scoparium; At Risk-
Declining) scrub and beech trees. The river supports the At Risk-Declining dwarf galaxias (Galaxias divergens),
longfin eel (Anguilla dieffenbachii), kōaro (Galaxias brevipinnis), redfin bully (Gobiomorphus huttoni), as well as
Cran’s bully (Gobiomorphus basalis) and freshwater mussel (Echyridella menziesii). This waterway also supports the
introduced brown trout (Salmo trutta).
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This SNA includes three areas contiguous with, and buffering, the north of GWRC's Pakuratahi Forest  site. The site
has an altitudinal range of approximately 100 to 260 m above sea level, which supports a diversity of vegetation
types, including beech forest with tall mānuka (Leptospermum scoparium; At Risk-Declining), rewarewa-rimu/
kāmahi forest, and broadleaved forest and scrub comprised of māhoe, red māpou, five-finger, tarata, rewarewa and
mānuka. Other plant species of interest include northern rātā (Metrosideros robusta; Threatened-Nationally
Vulnerable), kahikatea (Dacrycarpus dacrydioides; of local interest), and rimu (Dacrydium cupressinum; of local
interest). This site includes indigenous vegetation on land environments with less than 10% indigenous vegetation
cover remaining, and with 10-20% indigenous vegetation cover remaining. A tributary of Mangaroa River flows along
the southern part of the site, and this habitat supports redfin bully (Gobiomorphus huttoni; At Risk-Declining). Bush
falcon (Falco novaeseelandiae ferox; At Risk-Recovering), whitehead (At Risk-Declining), and bellbird (Anthornis
melanura melanura; regionally uncommon) have been recorded adjacent to this SNA.
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This site includes the Stock Car Wetland, located alongside Wellington Family Speedway, which is listed in GWRC's
Proposed Natural Resources Plan for the Wellington Region Schedule F3: Identified significant natural wetlands. It
contains indigenous shrubland dominated by Coprosma tenuicaulis, mānuka (Leptospermum scoparium; At Risk-
Declining), Carex secta and kahikatea (Dacrycarpus dacrydioides; of local interest), a mosaic of mānuka scrub and
shrubland, Carex secta sedgeland, and exotic crack willow treeland. Freshwater wetlands are nationally rare, with
less than 10% of their original extent remaining, and as a regionally uncommon habitat type they are considered
ecologically significant. The site also includes broadleaved forest and scrub on the scarp at the eastern and
southern margins of the wetland, with beech, māhoe, tarata, five-finger, treeferns, supplejack and red māpou.


