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The site allows the use of multiple types of devices including smart phones, tablets and PCs.



If you are experiencing an error while loading Xplorer, please clear your browsers temporary files cache, close your browser and
try again.
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Xplorer overview:
Xplorer is our GIS viewer that allows you to search for properties in Upper Hutt and obtain information such as rates, consents and underground services in
relation to the property. It contains spatial and non-spatial information.
Xplorer is designed for public use, with the focus as a simple but functional application that can be used with various levels of computer literacy. Xplorer
places a special emphasis on the provision of public access to Council information for the benefit of the public, and especially council ratepayers.
The data that supports Xplorer consists of geographic and related information including aerial photography. Xplorer provides the ability to view data such as
property or land information, infrastructural services, and the Upper Hutt District Plan.
This How-To Map User Guide is designed to help you use Xplorer, how to search for information and access different layers.
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New vs. old Xplorer:
Much like its predecessor, the new Xplorer contains all essential property, District Plan and underground services layers. Also within the map are parks layers,
and contours.

The new Xplorer

The old Xplorer
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Tools:
There are 5 tools (also known as widgets) in Xplorer, which are shown in the table, below:

Tool
Layers

Icon

Description
Use the Layers tool to view the list of layers in the map. This list shows all the different datasets that are available. You can
turn layers on and off, move layers up or down, and change the level of transparency or opacity of a layer group.

To view some of these options, click on the 3 dots next to the layer:

The transparency slider:
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Tool

Icon

Description

Legend

The Legend shows how each dataset is displayed in the map using symbols, lines, and polygons (areas). It is dynamic, meaning
that it shows only those layers that are currently displayed in the map (this will depend on how far you are zoomed in or out of
the map, and what layers you have turned on or off in the Layer List). The Legend is a useful reference for you to see what type
of information each symbol or line in the map represents. It is particularly useful to check if there is a lot of data displayed on
the map, or if symbols look similar to each other.

Draw / Measure

You can use the Draw / Measure tool to create graphics to display on the map, and also add various measurement options to
the features you have drawn. These can be customised by colour, line width, font size and more. Your drawings can be saved as
.geojson files via the Export option within this tool.
For example, you may wish to know the length of a feature, such as the Norbert Street Bridge shown here:
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Tool
Draw / Measure

Icon

Description
Select ‘Draw / Measure’ from the banner across the top of the page,
to bring up the tools in the right-hand pane:
From there, you can select the specific drawing and measurement tools.
For this example, a Polyline is the most useful tool for drawing, allowing you to draw a line
along the span of the bridge.

Click ‘Measure Details’ and select ‘Show Total Length’.
You can also configure the appearance of your line and length measurement text.
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Tool
Print / Download
Map

Icon

Description
You can export (print) a map document from Xplorer.
Type in a title in the Map Title text box (the default title ‘Upper Hutt City Map Print’ will be applied if you do not write your
own title into this field).
Select a map template to suit your needs from the Layout drop-down list.
The default Layout is ‘General – Full Legend – A3’, which includes all map layers currently displayed in the map, the full legend
showing all layers, and is in A3 page format.
Selecting a different Layout, such as ‘Services – Full Legend – A3’ will configure the legend of your map so that only the base
layers and the Underground Services layers are shown.
Select your preferred file format (PDF is the default, and there are several other formats available, such as JPG and EPS).
Set the scale (if you want the map to be fixed at a scale such as 1:1000 then use the “force scale” box. Under “Advanced” there
are some quality settings (such as DPI).

Switch Map

Use the Switch Map tool to change to another map without needing to go back to the Map Gallery. It also maintains the
position that the map is in (the map extent).
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Finding a property:
The search form is located at the top left of the Xplorer web page.

You can search to find a property by its address, valuation (assessment) number, or legal
description. To narrow your search and select one of these search options, click on the
down-arrow to the left of the search form.

The search tool is predictive, so it will provide search result suggestions as you type. You
can select one of the suggested results by clicking on it, and the map will zoom to the
selected feature.
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Querying layers & details:
You can query almost any feature in the Xplorer map, simply by clicking on it.
The selected feature will be highlighted in bright blue.
Whenever you click on a feature, the Details panel will pop up on the righthand side of the web map, to help you identify and understand the feature
you have selected.
The Details panel will display the type and name of the feature, as well as any
other relevant information for that feature, whether that is the name on a
sign from one of the Parks layers, the dimensions of a pipe from one of the
Underground Services layers, or the species of a notable tree from one of the
District Plan layers.
Heritage Features such as the
house and foodstore of the historic
Golder’s Cottage site are displayed
in the map using a red house
symbol. These features can be
viewed by expanding the layer list
under District Plan Features and
Designations, and checking the
on/off box next to the layer name.
As shown in this example, the
Details panel displays the available
information (feature type and
name) for the selected Heritage
Feature.
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Querying property information:
When you click on a land (property) parcel, the Details panel on the right of
the Xplorer web page will display information relevant to that land parcel,
including its legal description and area (m2).

There are direct links from the Details panel to the Council’s eServices for
Rates, Building Consents and Resource Consents. Clicking on one of these
links will open the relevant eServices page for the selected property in a new
tab in your internet browser.

For a street-level view of the selected property, you can click ‘More info’
under Streetview in the panel, which will open Google Maps in a new browser
tab, with Google’s map centred on the address of the selected property.

The panel also shows the relevant District Plan Zone (and any Sub-Zones), as
well as the relevant rubbish collection day for the property parcel you have
selected.
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Finding the household drains for a property:

To find the available water supply, stormwater drainage, and
wastewater data for a property in the Xplorer map, you will need
to expand the layer list and check the on/off box next to the
Private Property Drainage layer.

Shown here are the stormwater drainage and sewerage for a
property on Norbert Street. Stormwater drains are shown as thin,
bright green lines, while the thin red lines represent sewerage.
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Exploring water services in Upper Hutt:
In addition to the household drainage information
you can find for a property, you can also explore
the drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater
services data for all of Upper Hutt. These services
are managed by Wellington Water.
To view Wellington Water’s data layers in the
Xplorer map, you will need to expand the layer list
and check the on/off boxes next to the two layers
named UHCC 3 Waters Underground Services and
GWRC Water Underground Services.

Viewing these water services layers together with
the private household drainage layers provides
more context, and shows how and where the
household pipes connect to the wider water
drainage and supply networks.
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Exploring Upper Hutt’s parks and reserves:
You can explore our parks and reserves data in Xplorer, such as park benches, picnic tables, playgrounds, sports fields, and public
toilets, as well as paths and tracks, and park and reserve boundaries. Shown here is a view of Harcourt Park, with all of the Parks
and Reserves layers turned on in the Xplorer map.
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Exploring Upper Hutt’s natural environment through
planning, natural features and hazards data:
You can explore natural hazards data in Xplorer, such as the extent of a 1 in 100 year return period flood event or the location and
alignment of the fault band.

To view this data, you will
need to expand the layer
list and check the on/off
boxes next to the relevant
layer names (e.g. Fault
Band, 100 Year Flood
Event).

An example of what this
natural hazards data looks
like in the Xplorer map is
shown here. The red lines
through Harcourt Park
represent the fault band,
and the transparent light
blue area represents the
extent of a 1 in 100 year
flood event.
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Exploring Upper Hutt’s natural environment through planning,
natural features and hazards data:
The District Plan data layers in Xplorer include
several natural environmental features, such
as notable trees and groups of trees in the
urban environment.
Detailed information is available for the
Urban Tree Group on Cruickshank Road,
shown here. The information displayed in the
Details panel includes species name, threats,
notes about the landscape and more.
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Exploring Upper Hutt’s built environment through district
planning, designations, heritage, and utilities data:
You can explore the built environment and
view the location and alignment of utilities
such as power pylons and electricity
transmission lines, as well as the areas of land
designated for specific purposes, such as an
electricity substation.

To view this data, you will need to expand the
layer list under District Plan Features and
Designations and check the on/off boxes next
to the relevant layer names (e.g. Pylons, High
Voltage Lines, Designations and Utilities).

Shown here is Upper Hutt Substation. The
bright blue dashed lines represent high
voltage electricity transmission lines, while
the locations of power pylons are shown using
bright blue pylon symbols. The District Plan
designation for the substation is shown as a
red outline.
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Viewing the Upper Hutt District Plan Zones:
To view the Upper Hutt District Plan Zones in Xplorer, you will need to check the on/off box next to this layer in the layer list.
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Querying the Upper Hutt District Plan Zones:

You can refer to the Legend or the Layer List in
Xplorer to see how the different Zones are displayed
in the map.
You can also query the information available for
each zone by selecting it in the map.
The Details panel shows that the area selected here
is zoned Business Industrial in the Upper Hutt
District Plan.
Links to the relevant District Plan documents
(chapter and rules) are also provided in this panel.
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Upper Hutt City Council Map Gallery:
The other online web maps we currently
offer to the public are available via our
website and Map Gallery:
https://maps.uhcc.govt.nz/Gallery/

These include:
• Our Forward Works Programme map
showing planned Council road works.
• A Guide to booking Parks, Sportsfields &
Picnic Areas.
• An Arts & Heritage Tour map of Upper
Hutt’s murals and sculptures.
• Where is my nearest Community
Emergency Hub?
• Natural Hazards Map
• Rural & Residential Review – Plan Change
50 Maps
• And the old version of our Xplorer map
These maps can be filtered by the
categories on the left (Civil Defence,
Community & Culture, Planning & Consents,
Property, Recreation, Services and
Infrastructure). The maps will open in a new
browser tab once you click them.
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Want to find out more?
Contact the Spatial Team at Upper Hutt City Council: Maps@uhcc.govt.nz

A more detailed user guide for LocalMaps is available online at https://localmapsdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/userguide
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