
 

Global Leisure Group: Upper Hutt City Council: Maidstone Park Development Plan 1 

 

 

MAIDSTONE PARK 

 

CONSULTATION REPORT 
 

 

 
 

 

 

P r e p a r e d  f o r  

Upper Hutt City Counci l  
 

 

20 February  2008 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Global Leisure Group: Upper Hutt City Council: Maidstone Park Development Plan 2 

Acknowledgements  

The author  wishes to thank all of the individuals and organisations that responded to 

questionnaires, participated in workshops a nd  meetings , particularly the volunteers who 

gave their time . 

 

Report Disclaimer  

In preparing this report it has been necessary to make a number of assumptions on the 

basis of the information supplied to the Global Leisure Group Limited in the course of 

investigations. The information contained in this paper been conscientiously prepared 

based on consultation feedback, an understanding of trends in the leisure sector, and in 

particular trends in recreation facility provision.  

The author did not carry out an  audit or verification of the information supplied during 

the preparation of this report, unless otherwise stated in the report .  Whilst due care was 

taken during enquiries, Global Leisure Group Limited does not take any responsibility for 

any errors nor m is-statements in the report arising from information supplied to the author 

during the preparation of this report.  

 

Author  

 
David Allan  

Director  

Global Leisure Group Limited  

PO Box 2147 

Stoke 

Nelson  

Dave@glgnz.co.nz   

 

 

 

mailto:Dave@glgnz.co.nz


 

Global Leisure Group: Upper Hutt City Council: Maidstone Park Development Plan 3 

Contents  

1. Introduction  ............................................................................................................................... 8 

2. Part A: Context and Concepts  ................................................................................................ 9 

2.1. Location and Legal Description  ........................................................................................ 9 

2.2. Leaseholders  ....................................................................................................................... 11 

2.3. Context of Maidstone Development  ............................................................................. 11 

2.4. Relevant Concepts  ............................................................................................................ 13 

2.5. Summary Comment on Park Context and Concepts  ................................................ 14 

3. Part B: Maidsto ne Park Development Plan  .......................................................................... 15 

3.1. Introduction  ......................................................................................................................... 15 

3.2. Vision ..................................................................................................................................... 15 

3.3. Development Principles  .................................................................................................... 15 

3.4. Issues, Objective and Options for Development  ......................................................... 16 

4. Part C : Desired Facility Projects of St akeholders  ................................................................ 27 

4.1. Expressed demand of sport and recreation stakeholders ......................................... 27 

5. Part D: Opportunities for Sport and Recreation Pa rtnership and Cooperation  ................ 37 

5.1. Introduction  ......................................................................................................................... 37 

5.2. Analysis of Consultation Feedback  ................................................................................ 37 

5.3. Facility Concept  ................................................................................................................. 43 

5.4. Organisational Structure  ................................................................................................... 43 

5.5. Funding  ................................................................................................................................ 43 

5.6. Summary Comment  .......................................................................................................... 44 

6. Recommendations  ................................................................................................................. 44 

7. Implementation  ....................................................................................................................... 44 



 

Global Leisure Group: Upper Hutt City Council: Maidstone Park Development Plan 4 

Figure 1:  

Map with terms 

used in report to 

describe sub -areas 

of Maidstone Park  
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Executive Summary   

The development of Maidstone Park has the  goal of gaining the best possible fit 

between the physical infrastructure nee ds of recreation and sport in the City and 

sustainable use of land and facilities at Maidstone Park. Maidstone Park will become 

increasingly important as the major green space in the central city as the City grows and 

land use close to the CBD intensifies .  Maidstone Park has areas with qualities that mean 

they are of high value for informal recreation (both passive and active) as well as for 

sport .  The vision reflects th e position of the park and the  mixed use :  

Maidstone Park provides an iconic public pa rk and green space for use by 

Upper Hutt residents along with visitors to the city for health and 

enjoyment, exercise, competition and relaxation through sporting and 

recreational activities and events.  

The Plan promotes a principle led development to stre ngthen the positive attributes of 

the Park and also recognise the mixed use of land within the Park .  The principles are:  

1. Sustainable development of the Park  

2. Balanced development between the needs of formal sport and informal 
recreation activities  

3. Protecti on and enhancement of areas for passive recreation for relaxation and 
enjoyment of natural surroundings with appropriate facilities and services  

4. Protect and enhance the areas of established trees and bush as parkland for 
recreation  

5. Cluster any major buildi ngs along the Railway Avenue and Maidstone Terrace 
frontage and away from the Park Street frontage and the Oval  

6. Reduction in number of buildings on the Park through consolidation of pavilion 
facilities  

7. Alternative locations away from Maidstone Park should  be the considered as an 
option for any proposed development including a community -school partnership  

8. Avoid duplication of community recreation and sport facilities within Upper Hutt 
city  

9. Environmentally  friendly design in future developments at the Park i ncluding energy 
efficiency and water collection and use  

The proposed development plan defines the purpose of each area of the Park .  The 

plan looks to enhance and protect substantial areas of the Park for informal recreation .  

Maidstone Max is an iconic pl ay facility of regional significance .  Some improvements 

are identified in the plan to make it more user friendly for families .  The plan looks to 

open up the Park to the CBD by removing of the redundant concrete block wall and 

replace it with plantings an d pathways .  The future  removal of buildings that are 

redundant or detract from the character of this large green space close to CBD will 

further enhance the Park .  Some of the activities in these buildings could  relocate to 

other locations in the City whi lst others could relocate to new facilities at the Park .  

Removal of buildings to further enhance the parkland area along Park Street and 
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enable development of more informal recreation facilities such as seating, BBQ and 

shelters in this area is desirable.  

Any new buildings should be confined to the area bordering Railway Ave and 

Maidstone Terrace to facilitate sports participation while at the same time maximise the 

green space close to the CBD .  The land currently occupied by rental housing needs to 

be re tained to enable sport and recreation developments to occupy this area over the 

long term .  This land is considered to be the preferred site for a new multi -code complex 

accommodating a new multi -code club as identified through consultation .  

Maidstone  Park is the focus of the report but a wider view was taken of alternative 

locations that could serve needs of the sport and recreation stakeholder s and generate 

greater benefits for City residents .  Maidstone Park  is an iconic park close to CBD 

therefore info rmal recreation use is a priority but  sport is also important and the Park will 

continue to be a major sport venue  within the City .  However, in the wider context it will 

be one of several venues and the mix of sports at Maidstone Park  will be influenced by 

developments at other venues in the City .  There was  a significant number of facility 

developments requested during consultation with sport and recreation stakeholders with 

an interest in Maidstone Park these included:  

Á A minimum of two natural grass turf  fields for rugby, preferably three.  

Á A complex of outdoor netball courts to replace to current complex at Heretaunga 
College, some of these courts could also be marked as tennis courts with movable 
nets 

Á An indoor roller hockey and roller skating facility ( complying with international 
competition standards)  

Á An indoor court facility for netball, basketball, volleyball, soccer training, tennis, 
indoor soccer leagues and possibly badminton for club level sport  

Á A gymnasium with a sprung wooden floor for use pred ominantly by martial arts (in 
the first instance by boxing and Aikido)  

Á An indoor velodrome could be included as an expansion of the indoor sports 
facility (similar to Invercargill with 3 -4 indoor courts for netball, basketball, volleyball, 
soccer training,  indoor soccer leagues, tennis and possibly badminton as above)  

Á An indoor swimming pool designed to meet the needs of water sports where deep 
water (2 metres  or greater) and to complement H 2O Xtream could be included as 
an extension to the complex.  

Á An outd oor speed skating track (complying with international competition 
standards)  

Á An all weather athletics track  

Á An artificial turf field for hockey  

Á An all weather softball diamond and three grass diamonds  

Á Pétanque  terrain (similar to the current terrain facili ty at the Park)  

Á A lawn bowls facility with outdoor and indoor artificial lawns  

Á A larger facility for the Upper Hutt Brass Band  

A multi -code club and integrated multi -use complex at Maidstone Park was supported 

by stakeholders .  The complex could provide a  core facility for the club including social 

lounge facilities, a central reception area, change and other ancillary facilities .  Any 
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indoor sport facilities c ould be connected to the core facilities in the complex .  The 

existing Upper Hutt Rugby Club faci lity could be part of the new complex.  

If there is an opportunity the optimal development path for sport in the City is to locate 

sports facilities on school sites because of the greater benefits that can be generated .  

Community use  could be protected th rough appropriate ownership, governance and 

management arrangements.  

The recommendations listed below are in no particular order.  

1. That Council adopts  the principles listed in this report to guide decisions regarding 
the development of Maidstone Park.  

2. That Council coordinate s feasibility assessment and planning studies of sports and 
recreation facilities with clubs, codes, schools and neighbouring local authorities .  

3. That Council takes a leadership role in the development of key sports facilities at 
Maidsto ne Park based on the outcome of the feasibility studies.   

4. That Council take s a leadership role in facilitating the development of a multi -code 
club based at Maidstone Park.  

5. That Council initiates a c oncept design and implementation plan for  informal  and 
ca sual areas within Maidstone Park.  
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1. Introduction  

The purpose of the Maidstone Park plan  is to identify  the needs and wants of the various 

stakeholders and how these could be accommodated within Maidstone Park given the 

limitations of sustainable use of la nd and facilities at the Park.  The report is broken into 

four parts .  

Á Part A provides background for Maidstone Park and some concepts that 

will impact on the future development of the Park .  

Á Part B outlines  the findings of investigations regarding the fut ure 

development of Maidstone Park  and the proposed development plan for 

the  Park.  The development plan will also act as the brief for the 

landscape architect to develop concept plans for the Park .  Some 

current activities may be more appropriately located  elsewhere in the 

City and these are identified.  

Á Part C  describes some  major facility projects desired by stakeholders 

consulted on the future of Maidstone Park. Some of these projects could 

potentially be located at Maidstone Park or elsewhere in Upper Hu tt .  

Some projects would impact on other stakeholders currently located on 

the Park.  

Á Part D describes some opportunities for sport and recreation partnerships 

and cooperation including an intent of stakeholders to work together to 

create a family friendly  multi -code sports club and develop a major core 

facility for the club  at Maidstone Park .  

The brief for the project included the following goal and objectives:  

Goal:  

To gain the best possible fit between the physical infrastructure needs of recreation and  

sport in the City and sustainable use of land and facilities at Maidstone Park.  

Objectives:  

1. To determine the level to which the Park meets the goal in its current state.  

2. To determine the key strategies that needs  to be implemented in order to ensure 
the l ong term viability of sport and recreation activity at the Park in relation to land 
use and facilities.  

3. To develop a high level plan for the redevelopment of Maidstone Park  

Specifically, the drivers behind the study were (in no priority order):  

Á To ascertai n the aspirations and needs of current user organisations and potential 
new users of the Park.  

Á To enhance the value of the Park for informal recreation use  

Á To explore possible scenarios for the development of the Park as a multiple sports 
venue . 
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Á To determi ne the ôbest-fitõ for development of the physical infrastructure of the Park 
to meet the identified needs of users.  

Á To optimise use of spaces on the Park  

Á To minimise risks to asset quality and the financial cost to Council and user 
organisations through su stainable development of the Park  

Á To optimise access to the Park from the rest of the City  

Consultation was undertaken through questionnaires and workshops with recreation and 

sport stakeholders with an interest in Maidstone Park and schools in the City. I n addition, 

interviews were completed with several key stakeholders .  A list of those consulted is  

a ttached as Appendix A.  

2. Part A: Context and Concepts  

This section of the report provides background for Maidstone Park and some concepts 

that will impact on the future development of the Park.  

2.1. Location and Legal Description  

Maidstone Park is a large site, covering 58.3 hectares located just to the east of the 

central business district (CBD) of Upper Hutt city with the railway line and Mitre 10 Mega  

store in be tween. The Park is bordered by Park Street  to the north, Railway Avenue and 

industrial land to the west, Maidstone Terrace , Wallaceville Road  and farm  land to the 

south and Rural Fire Dep ot, residential and farm land to the east.  

The existing Maidstone Par k Management Plan was approved by Council on 29 March 

1988 and included the following description of the land comprising the Park and its 

status. 

Part 1 

Lot 1 DP 48575, Lots 2 and 4   DP 48416, Lot 1 DP 24885, Lots 1 and   2 DP 9508, Section 893 

and Part Sec tion 128 Hutt District.  

This land is classified as recreation reserve for the purposes of, and is subject to the 

Reserves Act 1977.  

Part 2 

Lots 1-5, 7 and 9 -12 DP 54230, Part Lots 2 and 3 DP 567, Part Section 128, 217 and 218 and 

Section 885 Hutt District . 

Council manages land within Part 2 of the Park as if it is a gazetted as a Recreation 

Reserve. 

The photomap below (Figure 2) shows the land area of Maidstone Park with the Part 1 

land classified as reserve is all in the northern area of the Park and is s hown as the 

shaded in green.  
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Figure 2 Land 

classified as 

recreation 

reserve under the 

Reserves Act 

1977 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


