
Chapter 35: Definitions 

35  DEFINITIONS 
 

   

  For the purposes of the Plan, unless the context requires 
otherwise, the following definitions apply: 

   

the Act  the Resource Management Act 1991 including any 
amendments thereto. 

   

Access lot  any separate lot, owned in common undivided shares, and 
used primarily for access to one or more lots that have no legal 
frontage. 

   

Accessory building  a building which is accessory to the main use of the site.  On 
residential sites, this includes garages, carports, workshops, 
garden sheds, swimming pools, spa pools and glasshouses that 
are not used for commercial purposes other than home 
occupations.  It also includes walls, fences and retaining walls 
defined as buildings.  (See definition of “building”) 

   

Active recreation  recreation activities that are active in nature.  It includes 
motorised activities and gun clubs which have an intermittent 
noise component and organised, competitive activities which 
involve numerous participants and/or spectators. 

   

Activity  the use of a site including the construction, operation, 
maintenance, minor upgrading, replacement and 
refurbishment of buildings, structures, plant and equipment. 

   

Allotment  has the same meaning as in section 218 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

   

Amenity values  has the same meaning as in section 2 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

   

Ancillary  in relation to an activity means an activity serving a supportive 
function to, and located on the same site as a primary activity, 
and which is small in scale. 

   

Antenna  any telecommunication or radio-communication apparatus, 
including satellite dishes and aerials, used for transmission or 
reception, including the antenna mounting but not any 
supporting mast.  

 
Boundary  the legal boundary of a site, unless otherwise specified. 

   

Building  any structure whether temporary or permanent, movable or 
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immovable, which, in addition to its ordinary and usual 
meaning,  includes the following: 

   

  • Any structure of over 5m² in area with a height of more 
than 1.2m. 

  • Any fence or wall with a height of more than 2m. 

  • Any retaining wall with a height of more than 1.5m above 
the finished ground level. 

  • Any tank or pool, and any structural support: 

   

  (i) Which has a capacity of not less than 25,000 litres 
and is supported directly by the ground. 

  (ii) Which has a capacity of 2,000 litres or more and is 
supported at a height of more than 2.0 metres from 
the base of its structure. 

  (iii) Which has a capacity of 500 litres or more and is 
supported at a height of more than 4.0 metres from 
the base of its supporting structure. 

   

  This definition does not apply to utilities as defined in this 
chapter. 

   

Cleanfill  an activity involving the depositing of exclusively inert, non 
decomposing material into or onto land, including materials 
such as clay, soil, rock, concrete or brick, that are free of 
combustible or putrescible components or hazardous 
substances or materials likely to create a hazardous leachate 
by means of biological or chemical breakdown. 

   

Code of Practice for 
Civil Engineering 
Works 

 a document prepared by the Council which sets out 
performance criteria, standards and procedures for engineering 
works within Upper Hutt.  

   

Commercial unit  any land or buildings designed to be self-contained for 
individual or separate commercial activities, companies or 
businesses. 

   

Community care 
housing 

 special care housing used for the rehabilitation or care of any 
group of persons. 

   

Community 
facilities 

 any land or building used, or intended to be used, for public 
indoor or outdoor recreation, meetings, or social or cultural 
events, and includes the provision of information, advice and 
training associated with the use of the facility. 
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Comprehensive 
residential 
development 

 a planned residential development where consideration has 
been given to designing and planning the dwellings in an 
integrated manner so that the buildings relate to one another 
and to the site to ensure adequate provision for light, privacy, 
parking, and outdoor space.  The plan for a comprehensive 
residential development should specify: 

   

  • The subdivision of the land including dimensions and 
areas. 

  • Building envelopes within which all buildings will be 
erected. 

  • The provision and layout of outdoor living space, off-
street parking and landscaping amenities. 

  • The provision of public recreation reserves. 

  • Design and engineering aspects. 

   

Conservation  the maintenance or enhancement of environmental and 
heritage values. 

   

Contaminated site  a site at which hazardous substances are present above local 
background levels and are likely to pose an immediate or long-
term hazard to human health or the environment. 

   

Corner lot  any allotment adjoining two or more contiguous roads with two 
or more contiguous frontages that each comply with the 
relevant subdivision standard (for the minimum frontage) of a 
corner lot in the relevant zone, but excludes any rear lot. 
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Council  the Upper Hutt City Council or any committee, subcommittee 
or person to whom the Council's powers, duties and discretions 
have been lawfully delegated. 

   

Dripline (of a tree)  the shape defined on the ground by a series of vertical lines 
formed around the outer most extent of the tree, branches and 
foliage. 
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Dwelling   a building or buildings, including detached habitable rooms, 
designed as self-contained accommodation for one or more 
persons on any site. 

   

Earthworks  the removal, relocation or depositing of soil, earth or rock from, 
to or within a site, including quarrying or mining and the 
deposition of cleanfill, but excluding land disturbance resulting 
exclusively from domestic gardening and planting, cropping or 
drainage of land in connection with farming and forestry 
operations. 

   

Earthworks plane  means a height control plane applied at the ground level at a 
boundary from a height of 1.5 metres above any point along 
that boundary and entering the site at an angle of 45° 

   

  

 
   

Ecosystem  a dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism 
communities and their non-living environment, interacting as a 
functional unit. 

   

Effect  has the same meaning provided in section 3 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

   

Environment  has the same meaning provided in section 2 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

   

Esplanade reserve 
and esplanade strip 

 have the same meaning provided in section 2 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

   

Family flat  a self-contained dwelling unit of less than 55m2 in floor area, 
on the same property and in the same ownership as the 
principal dwelling (and not leased to another party), for the 
purpose of providing ancillary accommodation. 
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Farming activity  an activity with the primary purpose of commercially producing 

livestock or vegetative matter.  It includes horticulture but does 
not include forestry, veterinary hospitals, boarding kennels, 
catteries, aviaries or farm products processing industries.  It 
also includes the sale of goods produced on the site, except 
where sale takes place via access to a State Highway. 

   

Forestry  the management of forests for: 

   

  Soil conservation. 

  Forest protection. 

  Regulation of water. 

  Production of timber or other forest products. 

  Recreational, aesthetic or scientific purposes. 

   
  It does not include forest products industries or on-site milling. 

   

Front lot  any allotment abutting a road that complies with the relevant 
subdivision standard (for the minimum frontage) of a front lot 
in the relevant zone, but excludes any rear or corner lot. 
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Gang fortification  any building or site which is used by groups for 
accommodation as a base or headquarters, and which is 
typified by high fencing and other fortification. 

   

Garden centre  any land and/or buildings used principally for the storage, 
display and sale of shrubs, plants, seedlings, and associated 
home garden supplies. 

   

Ground level  the natural level of the ground before any excavation or filling 
has taken place.  It also means the finished level of the ground 
after earthworks have been carried out in an approved 
subdivision. 
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Habitable building  any building where people live, work or may assemble, but 
does not include buildings associated with the storage or use of 
dangerous goods on the site. 

   

Habitable room  a room used for activities normally associated with domestic 
living, but excludes any bathroom, laundry, water closet, 
pantry, walk-in wardrobe, corridor, hallway, lobby, clothes-
drying room, or other space of a specialised nature occupied 
neither frequently nor for extended periods. 

   

Hazardous 
substance 

 has the same meaning provided in section 2 of the Hazardous 
Substances and New Organisms Act 1996. 

   

Home occupation  an occupation, art, craft, business, trade or profession which is 
ancillary to residential activities on a site.  

   

Indigenous 
vegetation 

 a plant community of any species or genetic variants of plants 
found naturally in New Zealand. 

   

Indigenous 
vegetation  
clearance 

 the removal, damage or destruction of indigenous vegetation, 
but excluding where such work is undertaken solely in relation 
to any one or more of the following: 

   

  • Clearance of diseased, dead or dying vegetation; 

  • Clearance undertaken for the purpose of flood control 
undertaken or approved by local authorities; 

  • Clearance where necessary to maintain or restore existing 
essential services or for emergency work to avoid injury to 
persons or damage to property; 

  • Clearance of regenerating vegetation under the canopy of 
a plantation forest; 

  • Clearance of indigenous vegetation that has been planted 
and managed specifically for the purposes of harvesting. 

   

Industrial unit  any building or buildings or land designed to be self contained 
for individual or separate industrial activities, companies or 
businesses. 

   

Intensive animal 
farming 

 any farming operation where animals are kept and/or fed in a 
building or outdoor enclosures, where the stocking density 
precludes the maintenance of pasture or vegetative ground 
cover. 

   

Kaitiakitanga  has the same meaning provided in section 2 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 
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Kohanga reo  premises where pre-school children are taught and cared for in 

accordance with tikanga Maori (Maori customs). 

Land  has the same meaning provided in section 2 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

   

Landscaping  the provision of tree and shrub planting, and may include 
ancillary lawn, rocks, paved areas or amenity features. 

   

Loading  the loading and unloading of a vehicle including adjusting, 
covering or tying its load. 

   

Lot  has the same meaning as allotment. 

   

Marae  customarily means the open space in front of a meeting house 
upon which various ceremonial occasions are centred, but for 
the purpose of the District Plan a marae also consists of a 
Maori meeting house and/or hall together with the associated 
area of open ground. 

   

Mast   any mast, pole, tower or similar structure with a width no 
greater than 0.5m which is used to facilitate the operation of a 
utility. 

   

Maximum height  in relation to a building means the vertical distance between 
the ground level at any point along the building and the 
highest part of the building immediately above that point. 
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Minor upgrading  any work necessary to continue or improve the operation 
and/or functioning of an existing activity where, as a result of 
the work, the activity concerned would have effects that are the 
same or similar in character, intensity, and scale as those that 
existed before the work was carried out. 
 
In respect of above ground cables and lines, minor upgrading 
includes the provision of one new or additional connection per 
site within existing developed areas already serviced by existing 
above ground lines. 

   

  Minor upgrading for the purposes of electricity transmission 
lines includes the following: 

   
  i)  the addition of circuits and conductors; 

  ii)  the reconductoring of the line with higher capacity 
conductors; 

  iii)  the resagging of conductors; 

  iv)  the addition of longer or more efficient insulators; 

  v)  the addition of earthwires which may contain 
telecommunication lines, earthpeaks and lightning rods; 

  vi)  an increase in the voltage of the line where the line was 
originally constructed to operate at the higher voltage but 
has been operating at a reduced voltage. 

   

   

Motor vehicle 
wrecking 

 any land and/or building used for the dismantling and storage 
of wrecked motor vehicles for private or commercial purposes. 

   

Natural and physical 
resources 

 has the same meaning provided in section 2 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

   

Net floor area  the superficial floor area of the actual room, rooms or spaces 
used for the particular activity and excludes areas such as 
hallways, ablutions, storage areas, stairwells and loading 
spaces. 

   

Net site area  the area of a site excluding: 

   

  • Any access lot, driveway or right of way in the case of a 
rear site. 

  • Any common area, access lot, driveway or right of way 
where there is more than one dwelling on a site. 
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Organised fireworks 
display 

 The public display of fireworks conducted by a suitably 
qualified person. 

   

Outdoor living court  an area of the site set aside for outdoor activities in association 
with a dwelling. 

   

Passive recreation  comprises all forms of informal recreational activity that are 
passive in nature, including the use of walkways, bridle paths 
and picnic areas, swimming and fishing activities, cycling and 
outdoor education.  It excludes facilities for organised, 
competitive sports.  

   

Places of assembly  land and/or buildings used for the public and/or private 
assembly of people primarily for worship, religious, 
educational, recreational, social and cultural purposes.  This 
definition includes marae, churches and associated halls and 
grounds. 

   

Property  all of that land held in one ownership. 

   

Rear lot  any allotment situated generally to the rear of another 
allotment, which does not comply with the relevant subdivision 
standard (for the minimum frontage) for a front or corner lot in 
the relevant zone. It also includes any allotment, the net site 
area of which is accessed from a road by an access strip (i.e. 
right of way, access leg or access lot) that is less than the 
relevant subdivision standard (for the minimum frontage) for a 
front or corner lot. 
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Regional park  land which is managed and administered by the Wellington 
Regional Council in accordance with a Regional Park 
management plan. 

   

Relocated building  any building or other structure, over two years old or which 
has been occupied for more than two years, which is intended 
to be removed and re-erected on another site. 

Residential  the use of land, buildings, or any other facility, for domestic 
living purposes by people living alone or in family or non-family 
groups, and includes dwelling units and accessory buildings. 

   

Restaurants  the use of land and/or buildings for the sale of food, mainly 
prepared on the premises, to the public.  The food may be 
consumed on or off the premises.  Cafes, coffee bars and take 
away food places are included.  The premises may or may not 
be licensed under the Sale of Liquor Act. 

   

Rest home  any nursing or convalescent home for aged and infirm persons 
or similar facility. 

   

Retail   refers to any land, building or part of a building where goods, 
merchandise, equipment or services are sold, displayed or 
offered for sale or direct hire to the public.  The definition does 
not include the sale and hire of motor vehicles, boats, 
caravans, motor homes and accessories and motor vehicle 
spare parts, home occupations, restaurants or service stations. 

   

Road  has the same meaning provided in section 43 of the Transit 
New Zealand Act 1989 and section 315 of the Local 
Government Act 1974. 

   

Roading hierarchy  the classification of roads according to their intended function 
within the City’s roading network (see Chapter 37). 

   

Service station  any land and buildings where the predominant activity is the 
retail sale of motor vehicle fuels (including petrol, LPG, CNG 
and diesel) and may also include, as ancillary activities: 
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  • The mechanical repair and servicing of motor vehicles 
(other than panelbeating, trimming or spray painting, 
heavy engineering such as engine restoring and 
crankshaft grinding). 

  • The sale or hire of any goods, including the preparation 
and sale of food and beverages. 

  • Car wash facilities. 

  • The hire of light trailers and motor vehicles. 

   

Setback  the minimum distance from a particular boundary of a site. 

   

Sewage  liquid wastes (including matter in solution or suspension 
therein) discharged from residential premises, or wastes of the 
same character discharged from other premises. 

   

Shape factor  a square with sides of the specified dimension which can be 
fitted within the net site area. 

   

Sign  a device or facility that displays information and which is 
visible from outside the site.  It includes sandwich boards, 
shop frontages and every advertising device or advertising 
matter. 

   

Site  any area of land comprised wholly of one certificate of title or 
any allotment as defined by the Act. 

   

Site coverage  that portion of the net site area, expressed in percentage terms, 
which may be covered by buildings, including accessory 
buildings (excluding fences and retaining walls). 

   

Subdivision  has the same meaning provided in section 218 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

   

Tangata whenua  has the same meaning provided in section 2 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

   

Taonga  treasure or valued highly by Maori. 

   

Topsoil removal  the removal, relocation or stockpiling of topsoil for purposes 
other than in conjunction with conventional domestic 
gardening or the planting, cropping or drainage of land in 
connection with farming and forestry operations. 

   

Tourism facilities  land and/or structures used for ventures, features, events and 
services primarily intended to attract tourists, visitors and 
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travellers. 

   

Vehicle movement  a movement of a vehicle between a road and a site, with the 
number of movements per day being calculated over a 24 hour 
period as follows: 
 
1 car to and from a site = 2 vehicle movements 
1 truck to and from a site = 6 vehicle movements 
1 truck and trailer to and from a site = 10 vehicle movements 

 
 

  

Utility  one or more of the following: 

   
  • The distribution or transmission by pipeline of natural or 

manufactured gas, petroleum or geothermal energy; 

  • Networks for the purpose of telecommunication as 
defined in section 5 of the Telecommunications Act 2001 
or radio-communication as defined in section 2(1) of the 
Radiocommunications Act 1989; 

  • The distribution or transmission of electricity by an 
electricity operator or electricity distributor as defined in 
section 2 of the Electricity Act 1992; 

  • The collection, treatment, distribution or transmission by 
pipeline of water for supply (including irrigation); 

  • The development, operation and maintenance of a 
drainage or sewerage system; 

  • The construction, operation and maintenance of a road or 
railway line; 

   
  and includes all structures in relation to the operation of the 

utility. 

   

Verandah  a permanent structure, constructed of weatherproof material, 
which is either cantilevered or supported on posts or pillars, 
which extends from a building facade, usually on the street 
frontage and at first floor level, and overhangs a footpath or 
other similar public pedestrian accessway or space. 

   

Visitor 
accommodation 

 any land or building or other facility used to provide 
accommodation for visitors and backpackers.  It includes 
hotels, motels, hostels and camping grounds but excludes 
homestays covered by the rules relating to home occupations. 

   

Waahi tapu  a place which is particularly sacred or spiritually meaningful to 
tangata whenua.  It includes burial grounds, tribal altars and 
locations where significant events have taken place. 

   

Water body  has the same meaning provided in section 2 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

Upper Hutt District Plan – Last Amended July 2007  35/12 



Chapter 35: Definitions 

   

Water catchment  land managed and administered by the Wellington Regional 
Council for water supply purposes, protection and 
enhancement of native vegetation, forestry, and passive 
recreation uses, according to any management plan adopted by 
the Wellington Regional Council. 

   

Warehouse  any building or part of a building, or land, where materials, 
articles or goods are stored.  A warehouse may include offices 
and showrooms.  Wholesale outlets may be included if 
incidental to, and a part of, the principal use of the site as a 
warehouse. 

Wetland  has the same meaning provided in section 2 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 
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