
Angus J. McCurdy 

 

Town Clerkñ1907-1913 

Town Board Commissioner 1913-1919 

Town Board Chairmanñ1924-1926 

First Mayor of Upper Huttñ1926ð 1927, 1931-1938 

Angus John McCurdy was one of early Upper Huttôs prominent and colourful 

citizens.  He was born Aloysius John Thomas McCurdy in Birmingham, Eng-

land on 20 June 1860, son of John and Elizabeth McCurdy. 

 

In 1880 he came to New Zealand and married Mary Ann Jones at St Johns 

Presbyterian Church, Wellington in December 1883.  In 1891 the couple 

moved to Upper Hutt. 

His Diverse Occupations 

 

Teacher ï trained as a teacher in England. 

Telegraphist and electrician ï for the New Zealand Tele-

graph Department. 

Editor ï for the óHutt Valley Independentô (1911-1933) 

which was the first Upper Hutt newspaper and started by 

McCurdy. 

Movie theatre operator ï built his own picture theatre, the 

Record Hall (1912-1935) 

Farmer 

Union activist ï he was secretary and on the national execu-

tive of the New Zealand Farmerôs Union. 

 

Town Clerk ï Engineer and Town Clerk 1907-1913,  

Town Board Commissioner 1913-1919,  

Town Board Chairman 1924-1926 

 

Board member ï he was a member of the Wellington Hos-

pital Board for 20 years and a member of the Hutt Valley 

Power Board for 11 years, serving one term as Chairman. 

 

Upper Hutt Mayor ï he was Upper Huttôs first Mayor and 

served 1926-1927, 1931-1935 and 1935-1938. 

Bonnie Glen 

 

McCurdy began building Bonnie Glen in 1900, it was known by the locals as 

McCurdyôs Castle.  Situated on the hills above Whakatiki Street, it was a 

prominent landmark until it burnt down in 1969. 

 

Angus and Mary Ann had 5 children; Donald, Flora, Jessie, Elsie and Kenneth.  

Angus died 10 November 1941 and is buried at Karori Cemetery.  His wife 

Mary Ann died 21 July 1970 aged 104. 

 

Bonnie Glen was inhabited by family members right up to the 1960ôs but was 

uninhabited when struck by fire.  The house was never completed. 

P1-329-1702, Bonnie Glen, no date 

P4-4-45 



Upper Hutt Timeline 
 

1839  Upper Hutt already divided into 100 acre    

blocks. 

1841  Richard Barton settles at Trentham. 

 Robert Stokes (surveyor) passes through Upper 
Hutt on first European crossing of the Rimutakas. 

1846  James Brown settles at Upper Hutt. 

1847  Road to Upper Hutt formed through Taita Gorge. 

1859  First Post Office at Fortune Lane (later Quinnôs 

Post.) 

1861  Stockade and Blockhouse built (now on Here-

taunga College grounds.) 

1864  First community school in Upper Hutt opened at 

St. Josephôs Church. 

1875  Railway reaches Upper Hutt.  Post Office 
changes from Hutt-Upper 

  to Upper Hutt. 

1876 Town centre moves from Fortune Lane to Main 

Street due to location      of railway station. 

1877  Hutt County Council formed. 

1900  Main Street subdivisions - impetus to develop-

ment of town. 

1905  Agricultural laboratory set up at Wallaceville. 

1906  First races at Trentham Racecourse. 

1908   Upper Hutt Town Board proclaimed. 

1912  ñThe Independentò, Upper Huttôs first newspaper 

founded. 

1915  World War I building of huts at Trentham Camp. 

1926  Upper Hutt becomes a borough.  Angus 

McCurdy is the first mayor. 

1939  Upper Hutt Leader begins publication. 

1942  Silverstream Military Hospital built. 

1949  Dunlop Tyre factory began. 

 

1954  Rail tunnel through the Rimutakas completed. 

1955  Electrification of railway from Wellington to 

Upper Hutt completed. 

1956  Upper Hutt included in Hutt River Board Dis-

trict. 

1965  Upper Hutt qualifies as a city. 

1966  City status conferred. 

1967  General Motors moves to Upper Hutt from Pe-

tone. 

1973 Hutt County Council, Rimutaka and part of 

Heretaunga Ridings            amalgamated with 

Upper Hutt City to make it the second largest 

city in  area in New Zealand. 

1974  Maidstone Mall commissioned. 

  Eight storey building Astral Towers opened. 

  Central Institute of Technology opened at Here-

taunga. 

1976  Orongomai Marae dedicated. 

  Grant of Arms by the College of Arms. 

1977  Rimutaka Prison established. 

1978  River Road commissioned. 

1985  Twin Lakes water scheme opened. 

1989 Upper Hutt City incorporates whole upper val-

ley.  Heretaunga/Pinehaven District Community 

Council disbanded. 

1999 Craigôs Flat development plan by Gillies and 

Mark (now Riverstone        Terraces). 

2005  Logan Central Shopping Centre begun. 

2006  Upper Hutt City celebrates 40th anniversary of 

becoming a city. 

P5-37-769, V Jensen, General Storekeeper, present site of ANZ Bank, c1010 P5-81-798, Main Street, looking south, c1900 



P2-65-95, Court House  and Mayfair Building 

third and fourth down 

no date 

P2-4-6, Main Street, looking south, c.1910 

P2-513-1115, Main Street looking south from Russell Street,  c1910 

P3-91-308, Hazelwoods, c1910 



 

Evening Post Articles 
 

Taken From ôPapers Pastõ 
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz 

 

8 October 1907 

Indignation Meeting 

 

8 April 1908 
Election of First Board 

 

24 April 1908 

Upper Hutt Town Board 

 

25 April 1908 

First Meeting of Commissioners 

 

23 June 1908 
Street Fights 

 

4 March 1908 

Populating the Valley 
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